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STUDY GUIDE 

PINOCCHIO 

Book and Lyrics by  
Bruce Craig Miller

Music by Michael Strong 

Based on the Novel by  
Carlo Collodi

TEACHER RESOURCES

Pinocchio and this study guide 

are produced in support of 

the teaching of Language 

Arts, Music, and Character 

Development.

  AT THE LIBRARY

Pinocchio (Sterling Unabridged 

Classics) by Carlo Collodi and 

Scott McKowen 

Pinocchio: The Making  

of the Disney Epic 

by J.B. Kaufman  

ON THE WEB
Italy: The World Fact Book 

cia.gov/library/publications/

resources/the-world-factbook/

geos/it.html

Pinocchio  

(digital version of the original 

story by Carlo Collodi)   

read.gov/books/pinocchio.html

The National Carlo Collodi 

Foundation (of Italy)  

pinocchio.it/fondazionecollodi/

en/biography-of-carlo-

lorenzini/

ABOUT THE PLAY
Imagine Geppetto’s surprise 

when the puppet he carves 

from a most unusual piece 

of wood suddenly springs to 

life! The wooden boy, named 

Pinocchio, becomes like a son 

to the kindly old wood carver 

who provides him with a loving 

home. But the mischievous 

(and somewhat ungrateful) 

Pinocchio has other ideas 

and sets off on a series of 

fantastical adventures. Along 

the way, he learns valuable 

lessons that lead him back 

home to Geppetto and earn 

him the thing he most desires — 

to be a real boy. 

You’ll meet not only Geppetto 

and Pinocchio, but the Blue Fairy 

and a whole cast of characters 

in Virginia Repertory Theatre’s 

fanciful production of this 

classic tale set in the 

Tuscany region of Italy. 

STUDY GUIDE 

ACTIVITY: Imagination Writing 
What would you do if you climbed the beanstalk? 

mar·i·on·ette  noun: a puppet worked from above by strings 

attached to its limbs

http://va-rep.org/tour/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/it.html
http://read.gov/books/pinocchio.html
http://www.pinocchio.it/fondazionecollodi/en/biography-of-carlo-lorenzini/
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Activities

ACTIVITY: A Test Known As Responsibility

Throughout the story, Pinocchio displays positive and not-so-positive character traits. Look at the traits below, 

and circle three that you think characterize Pinocchio or his actions. Next to each, write or illustrate an example of 

how that word characterizes Pinocchio. Note: there are no right or wrong answers, as long as you can support your 

selection with an example from the play. 

ACTIVITY: Think and Discuss

To prove that Pinocchio is growing up, he 

must pass the Blue Fairy’s test; he must show 

responsibility, courage and kindness before 

she will grant his wish. What kinds of tests do 

we encounter as we are growing up? How do 

we show our parents and teachers that we 

are ready for more grown-up responsibility? 

What are some chores and privileges that 

you did not have when you were younger, 

and what are things you will not be able to 

do for a few years? 

selfish disobedient careless willful

brave immature fearless dishonest 

timid grateful playful curious 

untrustworthy responsible independent caring

In Pinocchio, the Blue Fairy tells Pinocchio, 

“I have given you a test, a test known as 
responsibility.” 

What does she mean by that? How can 

responsibility be a test? Explain. 

http://va-rep.org/tour/
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Exploring Italy

ACTIVITY: Map

The play Pinocchio is set in a small Italian village. The 

author of the original story, Carlo Collodi, was Italian.  

Use Internet resources and the map to the right to answer 

the following questions about the country of Italy. 

ACTIVITY: Writing

Visit the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency’s World Factbook page about Italy  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/it.html to learn more about Italy’s background, 

history, flag, and to view photos from around the nation. Then, write a story about a fictional voyage to Italy. Use the 

diagram below to organize your ideas. 

 

On what continent is Italy?  

What is the capital of Italy?  

Describe the climate in the northern area of Italy vs. the 

southern area of Italy.  

What is a peninsula?  

What bodies of water surround Italy? What other 

nations border Italy?   

 

Characters Setting Probem

Solution

Theme

http://va-rep.org/tour/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/it.html
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Cues at the Theatre

VIRGINIA REPERTORY THEATRE

Phil Whiteway
Managing Director

Nathaniel Shaw
Artistic Director

VIRGINIA REP ON TOUR

Amber Martinez
Arts in Education Manager 
amartinez@virginiarep.org

Gordon Bass
Tour Manager

Eric Williams
Director of Tour Operations

Virginia Repertory Theatre
114 W. Broad St. 
Richmond, Virginia 23220

800.235.8687

VIRGINIAREP.ORG

This study guide is the  
property of Virginia Rep. 
Photocopying of the study  
guide is permitted. Any other 
use of the contents must be 
accompanied by the phrase, 
“Text used with permission  
from Virginia Repertory  
Theatre, Richmond, VA.”

When you are in an audience at  

Pinocchio 

or any play, pay attention  

to the following:

Cue
1) Command given by stage management to 

the technical departments.

2) Any signal (spoken line, action or count) 

that indicates another action should follow.

House Lights
The auditorium lighting, which is commonly 

faded out when the performance starts.

Blackout
The act of turning off (or fading out)  

stage lighting.

Curtain Call
At the end of a performance,  

the acknowledgment of applause  

by actors — the bows.

Build / Check
Build is a smooth increase in sound or light 

level; check is the opposite — a smooth 

diminishment of light or sound.

Fade
An increase, decrease, or change  

in lighting or sound.

http://va-rep.org/tour/
http://va-rep.org/



