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Little Bear Ridge Road was commissioned, and its world premiere

presented at Steppenwolf The Reinhart Foundation

Performing Arts Endowment
Theatre Company, Chicago, IL;
Glenn Davis and Audrey Francis, Artistic Directors, “SHUBERT
E. Brooke Flanagan, Executive Director FOUNDATION i

Original Broadway Production Produced by Scott Rudin and Barry Diller

www.concordtheatricals.com

Run time is approximately 95 minutes with no intermission.

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio
and/or visual recordings of this production and distributing CONTENT WARNING

recordings or streams in any medium, including the internet, Little Bear Ridge Road contains mature
is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author(s)’s rights and

actionable under United States Copyright Law. For more themes and CaUtfons_for Stron_g language,
information, please visit: alcohol use, terminal iliness, grief, and past

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists d rug addiction.
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CAST

SUSAN SANFOFA™ ..ottt n et Sarah
MALE MEIXIEE ... ettt en Ethan
AXIE BUFENE@SS ...ttt ses s sttt es s sss s aenaees James/Kenny, U/S Ethan
Alanna Wilson....... ..Vickie/Paulette, U/S Sarah
DJ CUMMINGS HEIAOIZA............oooeiiceeeeseee sttt ee U/S James/Kenny

DOFrOthY DEE-D MIllEr ...ttt U/S Vickie/Paulette

FOR THIS PRODUCTION

Rehearsal Stage Manager. Hannah Hoffert

PrOJECEION ... et Jonathan Pratt
Additional MUSIC..........ooo et John Paul Hodge
Properties.... Julie Gallager, Robyn O’Neill
ElE@CEIICHAN..........oo ettt ns Amaya “AJ” Rose
DIF@SSEY ...ttt ettt b bbbttt bbbttt bt b st st e st n s e anteaeae Andy Glover
DECK CF@W ...t bbb bbb Oona Landaker
Light and Sound Board Operator..............ccoooeeeeievsee s Amaya “AJ” Rose
Promotional Photography ... Ben White
Production PROtograpRhy ... Sutten Photography
Production VId@O ...ttt RVA Productions

° Substituting at select performances

Use the QR code to read Cast & Creative Full Bios p>

+Appearing through an Agreement between A The Director is a member

Virginia Rep and Actors’ Equity Association, -?@c‘ + Member of USA, United u of the Stage Directors and

A&T?R$ the Union of Professional Actors and Stage %7 Scenic Artists’, local 829 Choreographers Society, a
E Managers in the United States. national theatrical labor union.




COMPANY BIOS

Axle Burtness (James/Kenny, U/S Ethan) has always been a
Stargazer. An award winning actor performing in theatre and film for
over 20 years; when he isn’t lost in his art, he is lost in a good book or
at the river with his love. Recent stage credits: The Cottage (Beau) at
Hanover Tavern with Virginia Rep, Long Days Journey Into Night
(Jaime Tyrone) at Cadence Theatre, and Gaslight (Mr. Manningham) at
Swift Creek Mill (2023 RTCC Winner - Best Supporting Actor). Axle
thanks his incredible wife, Irene, their dog Lykota, and all his friends
and family for their support.

DJ Cummings Herdoiza, he/him, (U/S James/Kenny) is an RTCC
Award-nominated actor and vocalist. Regional: Chicago Shakespeare
Theater, The Joffrey Ballet, the Alliance of Latinx Theatre Artists of
Chicago (Chicago), TADA! Youth Theatre (New York), Virginia
Repertory Theatre, 5th Wall Theatre, SPARC, Cadence Theatre
Company, Richmond Triangle Players, and the Dogwood Dell Festival
of Arts (Richmond). He studied Theatre at Radford University and
was the winner of the Full-Ride Scholarship Competition (Top
Vocalist) at Ml College of Conservatory Music in Hollywood,
California. Offstage, he serves as the DEI Director of Stonewall Sports Richmond and is
on the management team at VisArts.

Matt Meixler, he/him, (Ethan) feels very fortunate to be returning to
Virginia Rep, this time in the Theatre Gym. He previously appeared on
the November Stage as Paul Sheldon in Misery and as Hector
MacQueen in Murder on the Orient Express. Other Richmond credits
include Steve in Burial Tax (Firehouse Theatre) and multiple roles in
War in Pieces ‘25 (Firehouse and the Virginia War Memorial). Matt is a
proud graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts and extends his
love and gratitude to his mother, sisters, and brother for their lifetime
of support and encouragement.

Dorothy Dee-D. Miller (U/S Vickie/Paulette) Dee D’s recent works
include A Christmas Carol at Virginia Rep. “BRKLYN” the Musical on
the Swift Creek Mill Stage voted best musical in the 2024 season,
Hairspray as Motormouth Maybelle, at the Lee PlayHouse on For
Gregg Adams multiple film and stage projects, including award-
winning performances with RTP - How Black Mothers Say | Love You
(individual Artsy winner for Best Supporting Performance in a Play
and cast winner for Best Ensemble Acting, 2022-23 season) and
Sugar in our Wounds (Artsy winner for Best Play, 2021-22) Dee D.
began performing personal pieces at local poetry clubs and gatherings throughout RVA
in 2010 and began acting in 2013. She is also a contemporary artist, and in her spare time,
she writes, paints, and sculpts.

Susan Sanford (Sarah) was last seen on the Virginia Rep stage as
Beulah and Others in Come From Away and as Mrs. Dilber in the A
Christmas Carol. She was also seen in this season’s production of
Murder on the Orient Express as Mrs. Hubbard. Previous roles in
Richmond include Big/Little Edie in Grey Gardens with Richmond
Triangle Players, The Witch in /nto the Woods with Richmond
Shakespeare and Toni in Appropriate with Cadence Theatre, all of
which garnered her RTCC best actress awards. She is thrilled to be a
part of this beautiful story. All love to Foster, Willow and Jordan.




COMPANY BIOS

Alanna Wilson, she/her, (Vickie/Paulette, U/S Sarah) is thrilled to
return to Virginia Rep after wrapping up Come From Away as a swing
for Bonnie, Beulah, and Diane. Local credits include The Golden Girls:
The Lost Episodes - The Holiday Edition (Richmond Triangle Players),
Snapshots & From Up Here (HATTheatre), Firebringer (Dogwood
Dell), She Loves Me (Homefront Players), and Winter Wonderettes
(Swift Creek Mill Theatre). Alanna has performed regionally at The
lvoryton Playhouse, Gateway Playhouse, and Northern Stage, and is a
graduate of TheatreVCU. Special thanks to Rick for this opportunity.
This one’s for Aunt Susan.

Rick (Director) See Leadership

Van Montes, he/him, (Scenic Designer) graduated in 2024 with his B.F.A. in Scenic
Design from Virginia Commonwealth University. During the week you can find him Scenic
Painting at Kings Dominion. Van is thrilled to be designing his first show with Virginia
Rep. He would like to thank the team at Virginia Rep for this wonderful opportunity, and
his girlfriend Juliette for always taking care of him during long work days and late nights.
Recent design credits include King James (Richmond Shakespeare), Witch (Richmond
Shakespeare), Twelfth Night (VCUarts Theatre) and Anon(ymous) (VCUarts Theatre).

Marcia Miller Hailey (Costume Designer) has been working in Richmond theatres for
over 30 years, and now currently works in the costume shop at Virginia Rep as a Cutter/
Draper. Some of her favorite shows she designed for Virginia Rep include Beehive,
Forever Plaid, Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End, Miracle on South Division Street, Charitable
Sisterhood, Charitable Sisterhood Christmas Spectacular, Last of the Red Hot Lovers,
and Boeing Boeing. She has also worked for the Richmond Ballet, Virginia and Utah
Shakespeare Festivals, and Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines.

Rylie Vann, she/her, (Lighting Designer) graduated in 2025 from the University of

Mary Washington, and is thrilled to be designing her first show with Virginia Repertory
Theatre! She has been the Assistant Lighting Designer for past productions at the Rep,
including Come From Away (2026) and A Christmas Carol (2025). Around Richmond,
Rylie has worked with the Richmond Ballet and is currently the Production Assistant at
Allianz Amphitheatre. Other credits include productions at Signature Theatre, Folger
Shakespeare Theatre, Pennsylvania Shakespeare Theatre, and Olney Theatre (upcoming).

Joey Luck, he/him, (Sound Designer & Composer) is very excited to be a part of this
production of Little Bear Ridge Road! Some of his most recent theatre credits include
Murder on the Orient Express (Virginia Rep), Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (5th Wall Theatre),
The Rocky Horror Show (Richmond Triangle Players / Richmond Symphony), and small
quiet good (Lynn Theatre at Brightpoint). He has received several RTCC awards for sound
design, including in 2013 for A Bright New Boise (Firehouse Theatre), 2014 for Cabaret
(Richmond Triangle Players), 2015 for Psycho Beach Party (Richmond Triangle Players),
2017 for The Toxic Avenger (5th Wall Theatre) 2019 for Sweeney Todd (TheatreLAB),
2022 for Small Mouth Sounds (Cadence/Virginia Rep), and 2023 for After December
(Virginia Rep). Joey also designs sound and composes music for film, dance, and escape
rooms and is a proud member of the Theatrical Sound Designers and Composers
Association (TSDCA). Joey would like to thank his friends and family for their love and
support! www.joeyluck.com

Megan Wave, she/her, (Stage Manager) is delighted to be making her Virginia Repertory
Theatre Stage Management debut. Selected stage management credits include Our Dear
Dead Drug Lord (5th Wall Theatre), DC, | Love You: First Dates and DC, | Love You: Ready
or Not (The Folger Shakespeare Library), and Garrett Does Garland (Richmond Triangle
Players). Various production credits include Come From Away, The Musical Adventures
of Flat Stanley, and A Christmas Carol (Virginia Rep), Wolf Play (5th Wall Theatre), The
Shawshank Redemption and POTUS: Or... (NextStop Theatre), Reading Room Festival
2025 (The Folger Shakespeare Library), and Ouroboros (Dance Place).
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A Comedy That Brings the House Down-Literally.
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BY HENRY LEWIS, HENRY SHIELDS,
JONATHAN SAYER

DIRECTED BY PAUL TAKACS

SEPT 16 - OCT 18

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG is presente: d by arran: gement with Concor d Theatrical Is on
behalf of Dramatists Play Service. www.concordtheatricals.com



LEADERSHIP

RICK HAMMERLY
Artistic Director

Rick has worked as an
award-winning actor,
director, filmmaker, and
arts manager with more
than three decades of
experience, formerly based in Washington, DC.

Since relocating to Richmond and joining the
leadership team at Virginia Repertory Theatre,
he has directed Beautiful: The Carole King
Musical (for which he received an RTCC

Award for Best Direction of a Musical), Murder
on the Orient Express, Waitress, Misery,
Martha Mitchell Calling, After December,
and most recently adapted and directed VA
Rep’s A Christmas Carol. In addition, he
received a 2018 Helen Hayes Award for his
direction of Lela & Co. and a 2020 Helen Hayes
Award nomination for his direction of Agnes

of God, both for Factory 449. Other directing
credits include Dizzy Miss Lizzie’s Roadside
Revue’s The Brontes (New York Musical Theatre
Festival), Reykjavik (Rorschach Theatre), Emilie:
La Marquise du Chételet Defends Her Life
Tonight (WSC Avant Bard), Driving Miss Daisy
featuring Karen Grassle (Riverside Center for
the Performing Arts), Junie B. Jones Is Not a
Crook (Adventure Theatre MTC), Dead Man
Walking (American University), and Closet Land
(Factory 449).

LYNN M. STIRRUP
Interim Managing
Director

As an actor, he has performed Off-Broadway
and regionally, receiving a Helen Hayes Award
for his turn as Hedwig in Signature Theatre’s
production of Hedwig and the Angry Inch, as
well as nominations for his work in Angels in
America (Signature Theatre), Me and Jezebel
(MetroStage) and Oliver! (Adventure Theatre
MTC). For ten years, he played Mr. Fezziwig

in Ford’s Theatre’s annual production of A
Christmas Carol and was most recently seen as
Miss Tracy Mills in Round House Theatre’s The
Legend of Georgia McBride.

He is a founder and Producing Artistic Director
of Factory 449, the recipient of multiple Helen
Hayes Awards, including the John Aniello
Award for Outstanding Emerging Theatre
Company, and the Executive Director of the
Washington Area Performing Arts Video
Archive (WAPAVA). For Idle Rich Productions,
he wrote, directed, and produced signage,

his debut film, which screened in over 60 film
festivals world wide, garnered 5 festival awards,
and was purchased by MTV and programmed
on their LOGO channel.

Rick is a member of the Stage Directors and
Choreographers Society (SDC) and Actors’
Equity Association (AEA). He received a B.A.

in Theatre from the University of Virginia, an
M.A.in Film & Video Production from American
University, and has completed the coursework
for an M.A. in Arts Management, also from AU.

Biography coming shortly.



Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and
Access (IDEA) Accountability Statement

Since 2020, Virginia Repertory Theatre has been intentional in our
efforts to become an artistic home that is multicultural in represen-
tation and where everyone is welcomed and included. We still have
much work to do and continue to commit to doing our part to
dismantle systems of oppression, not only in the theatre community,
but everywhere it is present.

Our Commitment

We commit to examining our organizational culture to assure that we
are an artistic home centered on anti-racist and anti-oppression prac-
tices. We will actively pursue and embrace inclusion, diversity, equity,
and access in all aspects of art, business, and life in our community.

We will intentionally make space for the diverse voices of our board,
staff, artists, and theatre community.

We will seek to include and reflect on the varied experiences of
our community to ensure everyone has access to live theatre that
entertains, inspires, and challenges. We will be mindful of Black,
Indigenous, and Persons of Color (BIPOC); Asian American Pacific
Islander (AAPI); People with Disabilities, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer+ (LGBTQ+), and other marginalized communities
in our efforts and we will actively seek to learn from them.

We make these commitments to the theatre community and to the
community at large and we ask that they take this journey with us
and hold us accountable.

We will commit to implement our action plan so that
we can honestly say:
At Virginia Repertory Theatre, everyone has a voice.
At our theatre, everyone is welcomed and included.
Please refer to the Social Justice section of our website for

our full Anti-Racism Commitment & Accountability Statement
and our history in support of racial equity.



OUR MISSION

Our Mission: To entertain, challenge, and uplift our communities
through the power of live theatre. To that end, we seek national caliber
excellence in the arts, education, and community health and leadership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Vivian White
Chair

Jason De La Cruz
Vice Chair

Nathan Hatfield
Secretary

Thomas Millisor
Treasurer

Kendall B. Neely
IDEA Officer

BOARD MEMBERS

Jevata Herman Bagby
Susie Bogese
Corey S. Booker
Benjamin Dessart
Trish Forman
Barbara M. Glenn, PhD
Charmica Epps Harris
Lt. Governor Ghazala Hashmi, PhD
EmJay Johnson
Teri Kozub
Kathy Messick
Alana M. Ritenour
Klaus Schuller
Rachel Snead
Katie Studer
Edward T. White

VIRGINIA REPERTORY THEATRE
114 West Broad Street; Richmond, VA 23220
Administration: 804-783-1688 Box Office: 804-282-2620
VA-REP.ORG
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THANK YOU, DONORS!

Thank you to the many generous donors who power Virginia Rep’s mission. Below are

our donors from last fiscal year to this fiscal year-to-date. If you would like to join these
supporters by donating to our nonprofit theatre, please visit www.virginiarep.org to DONATE
NOW or mail your contribution check to Virginia Repertory Theatre, 114 West Broad Street,
Richmond, VA 23220. Corrections to this list or questions about donating should be directed
to our Development Office at (804) 783-1688 x1263.

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTORS

Angels ($25,000+)
Ally & Jay Ashcraft
Mikey Bogese
Susie Bogese

Producers ($10,000-$24,999)
Cathleen Bayer

Janet and Bruce Kay

Marci and Steven Linas

Nancy and Paul Springman

Directors ($5,000-$9,999)

Shannon and Robert Alexander

Senator Lamont Bagby and
Jevata Herman Bagby

Terry and Mark Dozier

Liz and Brian Haney

Terry and Ken Murphy

Kim MacLeod

Martha Quinn

Lauren and Benjamin Reed

Susan lvie Rickman and Tom
Grant

Carolyn Simpson

Katie and Ted Ukrop

Bobbie and James Ukrop

Edward Villanueva

Stars ($2,500-4,999)

Corey and Gray Booker

Cheryl and Stephen Goddard

Elfriede Gould

Susan and Michael Haubenstock

Gloria “Dolly” Hintz

Florence and Charles Hunt

Jane and Joseph Knox

Alice and Daniel Lynch

Kathie and Steve Markel

Rachel Marrs and Joel White

Meredith and Perry Miles

Kendall and Brian Neely

Anne Marie Irani and Lawrence
Schwartz

Martha Shickle

Laura and Jim Sumner

Designers ($1,000-2,499)
Vienna Cobb Anderson
Karen and Robert Buesing
June Burks

Kay Burnett

Jewel and Dean Caven

Laura Lee and Ted Chandler

Jerome Chen

Jessica and Darryl Daugherty

Carolyn and Herbert Davis

Paige and Jason De La Cruz

Georgean and Mark DeBlois

Benjamin Dessart

Joni and Mark Dray

James Easton

Lewis Farinholt

J.S. Fauquet and Joseph Papa

Nancy Finch

Trish and Craig Forman

Carolyn and Thomas Garner

Tom Gay

Ryan Glaser

Barbara and Vernon Glenn

Patricia Hackler

Kitty Harlow

Lt. Gov. Ghazala Hashmi and
Azhar Rafiq

Donna and Jon Hatfield

Nathan Hatfield

Mary Isemann and Sue Howells

Claire Kaugars

Kerry Kinnison

Monica Marks

Kate McCarthy

Kathy Messick

Shannon and Thomas Millisor

Richard Muller

Linda and Terry Oggel

Heather Phibbs

Sara and Paul Pitts

Alana and Rhodes Ritenour

Anastasiya Rogatnik

Alison and Jody Rogish

Cindy and Robert Rolfe

Farley Shiner and Lynne Runner

Virginia and Joseph Sandford

Klaus Schuller and Alina Bayer

Vivian and Tim Schwartz

Meredith and Alfred Scott

Peggy and Daniel Siegel

Catherine and John-Scott Smith

Rachel Snead

Cathy and Griff Surowka

Margaret Thomas

Deborah Waters

Ensemble ($500-999)
Huldah and Wyndham Anderson

*Deceased

Frazier and Brad Armstrong

Gina Bachouros

Michael Bagwell and William
Chesser

Debbie and Gary Bartle

Leola Bedsole

Mark Bladergroen and Carmella
Maurizi

Jim Brackens

Zoe and Ben Bunnell

Pamela and Keith Carney

Melanie Cole

Susan and John Davenport

Jacqueline Downie

Meg Downs

Mary Chris Escobar

Melissa Haber and Sam Cook

Ashley Hall

Austin and Justin Janke

Elizabeth and Andrew Kerr

Pat Kibler

Martha Konvicka

Julia Leavitt

Peggy Lee

Yasmin Lutterbie

David Marchette

Mary Ann and Jeff Markunas

Jacqueline McCoy

Caroline and Marshall Morton

Gail and James Plotkin

Ed Preston

Melissa Rayford

Mary Ann Reid

William Reinhart

Lacey Roberts

Barbara and John Rose

Linda and David Rose

KC and Adam Sledd

Emanuel Strauss

Katie and Cody Studer

Kishore Thota

Katina and Thomas Vlahakis

Tracy Walker

Margaret Westlake

Donna Wheeler

Vivian and Steve White

Orchestra ($250-$499)
Joel Blum

Peggy and John Borgard
Randall Clingenpeel

Rich Contreras



Barbara E Raintree
Scott Rohlwing

Sandra Correll
Cyndee Gress

IN HONOR OF

Amy Sullivan

by Brianna Walls
Thomas Adrian Simpson

by Robert and Harriet Burch
Ted and Katie Ukrop

by George and Trish Bishop

IN MEMORY OF

Marian Dealto Joel & Matthew Vella
Christina Michelle Dick
Anne Dobson

Alison and Thomas Eichler

Anita Garland

INSTITUTIONAL
) ) CONTRIBUTORS
Linda an Darren Gibula

Gregory Gilligan Cornerstones ($50,000+)

Sean Godwin Altria
Anne Grier E. Rhodes and Leona B.

Dorman Hartley

by Jean Hartley
Adam Turck

by Kiffy Werkheiser

Carpenter Foundation
Dawn and John Hall - g
Athena Hallman Lettie Pate Whitehead

Candace Haske Foundation

Kathleen Headlee The Shubert Eoundation .
The Community Foundation for a
greater Richmond
Virginia Commonwealth
University

Clinton Hollandsworth
Lisa and Paul Kotula
Rachel Kubin

Ernest Lail

Sarah and Joe Marshall
L. Richard Martin, Jr.
Donna and Thomas McClish
Arthur McCray

Betty and Will McLean
Joanne Meeley

David Morgan

Karen Nelson

Ann Nichols-Casebolt
Robert Nowicki, Jr
Shawn O’Brien

Wade Ogg

James Overacre
Angelene Pell

Laura Price

Toni and Bruce Rennie
Alice Edward Rivas
John Romeo

Eileen and Thomas Sanders
Tim Shelton

Robin and Jeffrey Skoog
Katherine Smallwood
Casey Stapleton
Eugene Trani

Thomas Walker, Jr.
Gary Wallace

Scott Warren

Frank Watson

Amy Weiss

Kiffy Werkheiser
Charles Witthoefft
Susan Youngs

THE REP SOCIETY

Ron Barnett

Randi Buerlein

Fran & Rich Contreras
David Devine
Candace Haske
Nathan Hatfield

Mary Hyman

Yasmin Lutterbie
David Marchette
Shannon & Thomas Millisor
Kendall & Brian Neely
Jean Pokorny

Martha Quinn

Angels ($25,000 - $49,999)

Atlantic Union Bank

City of Richmond, EDA

CultureWorks

Pauley Family Foundation

Reinhart Foundation Performing
Arts Endowment

Virginia Sargeant Reynolds
Foundation

Robins Foundation

Virginia Commission for the Arts

Producers ($10,000-$24,999)

Dominion Energy

E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter
Foundation

Roy E. Burgess Fund, Il

Genworth | CareScout

Wilbur M. Havens Charitable
Foundation

Lewis and Butler Foundation

Lewis Insurance Associates

Markel Corporation

R.E.B. Foundation

Richard & Caroline T. Gwathmey
Trust

Richard S. Reynolds Foundation

Universal Leaf Foundation

Directors ($5,000-$9,999)

Dr. Virginia A. Arnold
Endowment

Camp Foundation

The Chrisman Family Foundation

Encompass Health

Gilbane Building Company

Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

The James & Margaret Carreras
Foundation

McGuireWoods LLP

Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation

St. Catherine’s School

The Tomato Fund

Stars ($2,500-$4,999)

Barbara William Thalhimer, Jr.
Family Fund

Virginia Family Dentistry

Williams Mullen



JOIN THE REP SOCIETY!

A convenient, monthly giving program with benefits designed to connect you to the
art your gifts make possible. Rep Society members receive exclusive benefits for as

little as $10 a month, like casting your vote for season titles, a limited edition season

t-shirt, and more!

Become a sustaining donor and keep Virginia Rep open and
accessible to ALL!

For more information, please contact Kiffy Werkheiser at
804-783-1688 x1238 or kwerkheiser@virginiarep.org.

Thank you so much to all of our donors for your generous support. To see the
full list of all of those who have contributed, please visit our website.
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