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Amidst the turbulent 1920’s, 

Frank and Flora Conrad were  

on the edge of discovering mass 

radio broadcasting. These two 

unsung pioneers broke through 

the static and established the  

first radio station in America 

within their own unassuming 

garage in East Pittsburgh. 

ON AIR follows their untold  

love story, their professional 

victories and disappointments, 

as well as their journey in 

establishing broadcast radio  

as a constant companion, 

messenger, and soundtrack  

for the life of every American.
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	Jerold E. Solomon (Louis Armstrong/Joe Glaser/Miles 

Davis) is an actor/director/writer. Jerold, alongside 

co-writers Foster Solomon and Ron Klipp, is currently 

developing a new American musical about Gabriel’s Slave 

Rebellion of 1800. A native Virginian, he has spent the bulk 

of his career performing across the country. Some credits 

include: Broadway: South Pacific (Lincoln Center). O�-

Broadway: Bare (New World Stages). National Tours: 

Ragtime, Big River, and Annie. Regional: Ragtime 

(Diamond Head); Dreamgirls, The Wiz, The Color Purple, The Whipping Man, 

Sweet Charity, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Gross Indecency, and 

Olympus on My Mind (Virginia Rep); Mountaintop and Between Riverside and 

Crazy (Cadence/Virginia Rep); Once On This Island and 25th Annual Putnum 

Spelling Bee (Paper Mill); Cutman (Goodspeed); Smokey Joe’s Cafe (Inside 

Broadway); Henry V and The Merry Wives of Windsor (RSF); The Lost Colony 

and many others. TV/Film; 30 Rock, Law and Order, and Kings (NBC); The 

Unusuals (ABC); Hiding Divya (Desipina). In addition to serving as co-author of 

Gabriel, Jerold has a BFA in Theater Performance from VCU and currently 

teaches theater in Henrico County Public Schools.

	David Watkins, he/him, (U/S Louis Armstrong/Joe Glaser/

Miles Davis) this is his November Theatre/Arenstein Stage 

debut. Theatre includes: Broadway WS: The Harder They 

Come (The Public Theatre), Bayard Rustin Inside Ashland 

(The People’s Light), Hustle the Musical (The Arc), Destiny 

(Adrienne Theatre), Exonerate (NC Rep) Film/TV credits 

include: Voices of Fire (Netflix), Whitney (Lifetime), 

Repetition Rhapsody (NBC). David is an alum of NCA&TSU 

theatre program and has musical theatre certification from 

Disney. David is also an accomplished musician as well as the lead singer of the 

platinum group Ready For The World.  He continually thanks God, Janine, and 

Justice for the many blessings, love, and support.

Rick Hammerly, he/him, (Director) See biography on Leadership page.

Mercedes Schaum (Scenic Designer) is so excited to be collaborating with Rick 

Hammerly again. Mercedes has been designing and painting in Richmond for 

20 years. Recent designs include Miss Bennett: Christmas at Pemberley, ’Twas 

the Night Before Christmas, She Persisted, Elephant and Piggie: We are in a 

Play!, and GOLD: The Midas Musical for Virginia Rep; A Soldier’s Play for Swift 

Creek Mill Theatre; and The Magic Flute for VCU Opera. Favorite past designs 

include Annie, Honk!, A Christmas Story, Mame, The BFG, Song of Mulan, Into the 

Woods, Bunnicula, The Magic Flute, and It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play 

for Virginia Rep. Peter and The Starcatcher and Little Shop of Horrors, and many 

more for SPARC. She has a BFA from JMU in theatre and an MFA in set design 

from the University of Illinois. When she’s not working in the theatre, Mercedes is 

raising four kids with her husband, Jason Alley, and looking for new challenges 

and prepping for crazy family adventures!
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Sue Gri�n (Costume Designer) has headed up the Virginia Rep costume 

department for the last nineteen years. Over this time, the shop has produced 

costumes for more than 300 shows, from traveling fairy tales to major musicals. 

With the help of the full time shop, hundreds of costumes, wigs, shoes and hats 

are sent out on a stage or packed up on tour. Some of the most memorable shows 

include 1776, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, The Color Purple, The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-Time, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, and Beautiful: 

The Carole King Musical. 

Joe Doran (Lighting Designer) Virginia Rep: Beautiful: The Carole King 

Musical, Mamma Mia, The Silver Belles, Once, Fun Home (Cadence/Virginia 

Rep), In the Heights, A Christmas Story, Dreamgirls, South Pacific, The Color 

Purple, A Year With Frog and Toad. Broadway (Asst. LD): Summer, The 

Donna Summer Musical, Prince of Broadway, Doctor Zhivago, Magic/Bird. 

National Tours: Hamilton, Joseph... Dreamcoat, Anything Goes, West Side 

Story, Flashdance the Musical, In the Heights. O� Broadway: Chanteuse, 

H4, and Shakespeare’s Slave. NYC Dance: Sean Curran Company, Armitage 

Gone! Dance, Stephen Petronio Company, Shen Wei Dance Arts, and Martha 

Graham Dance Company, among others. Regional Credits: Red Mountain 

Theatre, Bristol Riverside Theatre, The Fulton Theatre, Alpine Theatre Project, 

The Richmond Ballet, The Atlanta Ballet, and Swift Creek Mill Theatre. 

2008, 2009, 2012, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022 and 2023 recipient of Richmond’s 

“Artsies” Award. Graduate of NC School of the Arts and member of USA 

Local 829. www.joedorandesign.com

Jonathan Pratt, he/him, (Sound Designer) is thrilled to be designing again at 

Virginia Rep after designing sound for Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery 

and projections for The Santa Clues over the holidays in addition to being 

the Audio/Visual Manager for the company. Previously, he was the resident 

sound and projection designer for Camelot Theatre in Talent, Oregon where 

some of his favorite designs include Something Rotten; Hello, Dolly!; Almost, 

Maine; Matilda the Musical; and Catch Me If You Can. In addition to design, 

Jonathan directed Catch Me If You Can and wrote and directed tribute shows 

to Stephen Sondheim and Motown in addition to adapting and directing 

productions of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; War of the Worlds; Jane Eyre; Dracula; 

and Alice in Wonderland.

Donna Warfield, she/her, (Stage Manager) joined Virginia Rep on sta� as 

Company Manager in 2022. As Company Manager, she primarily oversees 

Virginia Rep on Tour, bringing theatre to kids all over Virginia and beyond. 

She is excited to be working in this beautiful venue again after making her 

November Theatre debut earlier this season with POTUS. Other notable past 

COMPANY BIOS



stage management credits include Gold (Virginia Rep), Jersey Boys (Norwegian 

Creative Studios), The Nutcracker (Atlanta Ballet - Fox Theatre/Kennedy Center), 

and Hair (Serenbe Playhouse). Donna would like to thank her partner Ben, her mom 

and brothers, and her friends near and far for their endless support. 

Leica Long (Assistant Stage Manager) is excited to return to Virginia Rep 

following her work on The Silver Belles. She recently graduated from VCUarts, 

where she got a BFA in Theatre Stage Management. Leica’s PSM credits include 

Annabelle (Firehouse), and Men on Boats (VCU). She also worked as an ASM on 

POTUS and After December (Virginia Rep), Vanessa (Spoleto Festival), and How I 

Learned to Drive (The Conciliation Lab).
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A store for pets and their people in Richmond’s Arts District.

We are delighted to extend a 15% discount on the first 
purchase to patrons of Virginia Repertory Theatre.  

Thank you for supporting our small business.

Terry Teachout (1956-2022)

Terry Teachout was the drama critic of The Wall 

Street Journal, the critic-at-large of Commentary, 

and the author of “Sightings,” a biweekly column 

for the Friday Journal about the arts in America. 

He wrote about the arts on his blog, “About Last 

Night” (www.terryteachout.com). 

SATCHMO AT THE WALDORF, his first play, was 

commercially produced O�-Broadway in 2014 

and has also been staged in Lenox, Los Angeles, 

New Haven, Orlando, and Philadelphia. He has 

also written the libretti for three operas by Paul 

Moravec: “The Letter,” “Danse Russe,” and “The 

King’s Man.” His books include “Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington,” “Pops: A Life 

of Louis Armstrong,” “All in the Dances: A Brief Life of George Balanchine,” 

“The Skeptic: A Life of H.L. Mencken,” and “A Terry Teachout Reader.” He 

served on the National Council on the Arts from 2004 to 2010 and received a 

Guggenheim Fellowship in 2012. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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RICK HAMMERLY  
Artistic Director 
of Programming

Rick has worked as an 
award-winning, DC-based 
actor, director, filmmaker, 
and arts manager for over 

three decades. Since moving to Richmond and 
joining Virginia Repertory Theatre’s artistic team, 
he has directed Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, 
for which he received an RTCC Award for Best 
Direction of a Musical, Martha Mitchell Calling, and 
After December. In addition, he received a 2018 
Helen Hayes Award for his direction of Lela & Co. 
and a 2020 Helen Hayes Award nomination for his 
direction of Agnes of God, both for Factory 449. 
Other directing credits include Dizzy Miss Lizzie’s 
Roadside Revue’s The Brontes (New York Musical 
Theatre Festival), Reykjavik (Rorschach Theatre), 
Emilie: La Marquise du Châtelet Defends Her Life 
Tonight (WSC Avant Bard), Driving Miss Daisy featur-
ing Karen Grassle (Riverside Center for the Perfor-
ming Arts), Junie B. Jones Is Not a Crook (Adventure 
Theatre MTC), Dead Man Walking (American 
University), and Closet Land (Factory 449).

As an actor, he has performed O�-Broadway 
and regionally, receiving a Helen Hayes Award 
for his turn as Hedwig in Signature Theatre’s 
production of Hedwig and the Angry Inch, as well 
as nominations for his work in Angels in America 
(Signature Theatre), Me and Jezebel (MetroStage) 
and Oliver! (Adventure Theatre MTC). For ten 
years, he played Mr. Fezziwig in Ford’s Theatre’s 
annual production of A Christmas Carol and was 
most recently seen as Miss Tracy Mills in Round 
House Theatre’s The Legend of Georgia McBride.

He is a founder and the current Producing 
Artistic Director of Factory 449, the recipient of 
multiple Helen Hayes Awards, including the John 
Aniello Award for Outstanding Emerging Theatre 
Company, and the Executive Director of the 
Washington Area Performing Arts Video Archive 
(WAPAVA).

Rick is a member of the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Society (SDC) and Actors’ Equity 
Association (AEA). He received a B.A. in Theatre 
from the University of Virginia, an M.A. in Film & 
Video Production from American University, and 
has completed the coursework for an M.A. in Arts 
Management, also from AU.

TODD D. NORRIS  
Artistic Director 
of Education

Todd is a director, actor, 
writer, educator, and 
presenter who has worked 
in regional, academic, and 

museum theatre for over 30 years. He is past 
president of the International Museum Theatre 
Alliance and he appears regularly in museum 
theatre programs at Historic Jamestowne.

Todd comes to Virginia Rep from the Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis, IN — the world’s largest 
children’s museum — where he spent seven years 
serving first as Director of Interpretation and 
then Associate Vice President of Interpretation 
and Family Programs. In these roles, he was 
responsible for artistic direction for its professional 
children’s theatre seasons, fiscal management, 
coordinating gallery performances, and over
seeing quality for hundreds of daily programs.

Earlier in his career, Todd worked at the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation as Senior Manager of 
Performance Interpretation. While at Colonial 

Williamsburg, he also acted in several episodes  
of their Emmy-Award winning Electronic Field 
Trips, and directed and performed in many 
evening programs and special events.

He has taught and directed at several schools 
including The College of William and Mary, 
Christopher Newport University, Alice Lloyd 
College, and Wright State University. Favorite 
previous directing assignments include Humble 
Boy, Tales of Olympus, Eleemosynary, and the 
world premiere of The Santa Clues.

He is originally from Powell, OH, and received his 
M.F.A. in Acting from the University of Louisville 
and his B.A. in Theatre Performance, with a minor 
in music from the University of Findlay.

His responsibilities at Virginia Rep include artistic 
direction of all family mainstage productions in 

the Jessie Bogese Theatre and all educational 
touring productions for Virginia Rep On Tour, 
as well as supervision for all of Virginia Rep’s 
educational o�erings including our camps, 
classes, residencies, and workshops. Todd is also 
an associate member of the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Society.

LEADERSHIP



AMY WRATCHFORD  
Interim Managing 
Director

After more than a decade 
as Managing Director for 
the American Shakespeare 
Center in Staunton, VA, 

Amy Wratchford pivoted in early 2021 to launch 
The Wratchford Group, a nationally known arts 
management consultancy with regional theater 
clients throughout Virginia as well as Florida, 
California and Chicago

As the chief administrative and financial o�cer at 
the American Shakespeare Center, Amy oversaw 
finance, marketing, development, and other 
business management functions for ASC.

Before joining ASC, Amy served as Managing 
Director of Synchronicity Theatre in Atlanta. 
Previously, she worked for 13 years in a number 

of capacities in theatre in New York City including 
producer, director, and actor. Amy regularly 
serves on grant panels, including the National 
Endowment for the Arts and Virginia Commission 
for the Arts, as well as adjudicating panels, 
including EdTA China’s 2019 National Young 

DESIRÉE ROOTS  
Artistic Director 
of Community

Desirée has showcased her 
triple threat talent for over 
35 years as an active 
member of the Gospel, 

Jazz, and Theatre scenes regionally, nationally, 
internationally, and in Richmond, VA where she 
grew up. She started singing in church when she 
was four, and started her professional theatrical 
career at age 13. Growing up in a musical family, 
it was only natural that she follow in her perfor- 
ming parents’ footsteps. 

Desirée has performed throughout the East 
Coast with orchestras, jazz ensembles, and as 
leader of her own ensembles. She’s been the 
opening act for internationally renowned artists 
including Boney James, Brian McKnight, the late 
Phyllis Hyman, and B. B. King. She is a Grammy 
nominated recording artist and has produced 
shows she wrote including Ella at 100 in honor 
of the First Lady of Jazz, Ms. Ella Fitzgerald’s 
100th birthday. She received the Theresa Pollak 
award for “Vocal Excellence” in 2014.

Along with performing, Desirée has had a long 
standing career in the corporate and nonprofit 
sectors. Upon receiving her B.A. from Virginia 
Union University, she initially embarked on a 
teaching path.  This quickly evolved into other 
opportunities such as a Programming Manager 
for Richmond Jazz Society, Inc., Booking 
Manager for Downtown Presents (now Venture 
Richmond), and client liaison for Drake Beam & 
Morin, a Fortune 500 corporation. She has also 
been an educator and music facilitator privately 
and within the Henrico and Richmond Public 
school systems for over 20 years.  

Desirée began her association with Virginia  
Rep as a high school intern when the company 
was Theatre IV with the unique mission  
“to seek national-caliber excellence equally  
in four areas: the arts, education, children’s 
health, and community leadership.” 

These four pillars of service are what drew her 
to become Artistic Director of Community — 
“working with the theatre company I love to 
serve the community I love.” 

Thespian Festival in Shanghai as well as state and 
regional community theatre festivals.  

Amy is an elected member of the Staunton City 
School Board and serves on the Shenandoah LGBTQ 
Center’s Community Advisory Board. She teaches 
a dual-enrollment Intro to Theatre course at the 
Shenandoah Valley Governor’s School and routinely 
lectures on finance, budgeting, and nonprofit 
governance for Mary Baldwin University’s MFA 
program in Shakespeare and Performance and 
others. Amy holds a bachelor’s degree in Acting from 
the Tisch School of the Arts of New York University 
and a master’s in fine arts degree in Performing  
Arts Management from Brooklyn College.

Amy has been immersed in the Virginia theater 
scene for 13 years and has a history with Virginia 
Rep, having participated in several of our strategic 
planning processes. She has an incredible passion 

for the arts, deep compassion for the people who 
make a theater run, and a keen understanding of the 
role we play within our community. Her expertise 
in interim theater leadership, financial analysis 
and organizational structure assessment and 
reorganization is precisely what we need right now 
as we chart an exciting future and launch a national 
search for our next managing director.



Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and  
Access (IDEA) Accountability Statement

Since 2020, Virginia Repertory Theatre has been intentional in our 

e�orts to become an artistic home that is multicultural in represen

tation and where everyone is welcomed and included. We still have 

much work to do and continue to commit to doing our part to 

dismantle systems of oppression, not only in the theatre community, 

but everywhere it is present.

Our Commitment

We commit to examining our organizational culture to assure that we 

are an artistic home centered on anti-racist and anti-oppression prac- 

tices. We will actively pursue and embrace inclusion, diversity, equity, 

and access in all aspects of art, business, and life in our community.

We will intentionally make space for the diverse voices of our board, 

sta�, artists, and theatre community.

We will seek to include and reflect on the varied experiences of 

our community to ensure everyone has access to live theatre that 

entertains, inspires, and challenges. We will be mindful of Black, 

Indigenous, and Persons of Color (BIPOC); Asian American Pacific 

Islander (AAPI); People with Disabilities, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer+ (LGBTQ+), and other marginalized communities 

in our e�orts and we will actively seek to learn from them. 

We make these commitments to the theatre community and to the 

community at large and we ask that they take this journey with us 

and hold us accountable.

We will commit to implement our action plan so that  

we can honestly say:

At Virginia Repertory Theatre, everyone has a voice. 

At our theatre, everyone is welcomed and included.

Please refer to the Social Justice section of our website for  

our full Anti-Racism Commitment & Accountability Statement  

and our history in support of racial equity.
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OUR MISSION

Our Mission: To entertain, challenge and uplift our communities  

through the power of live theatre. To that end, we seek national caliber  

excellence in the arts, education, and community health and leadership. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIRGINIA REPERTORY THEATRE
114 West Broad Street; Richmond, VA 23220 

Administration: 804-783-1688   Box O�ce: 804-282-2620
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Laura Lee & Ted Chandler
Michelle Christian
Rev. Vienna Cobb Anderson
Mary Ann Curtin
Carolyn A. Davis
Drs. Georgean & Mark DeBlois
Jason & Paige De La Cruz
Ben Dessart
Trish & Craig Forman
Don & Betsy Garber
Noopur Garg 
Bill & Mary Garrison
Thomas S. Gay
The Tom Gay Family
Vernon & Barbara Glenn
Kitty Harlow
Hugh & Nancy Harrison
Rev. & Mrs. Charles B. Hunt
Brian & Tammy Jackson
Bevin & Michael Kehoe
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Knox
Jane & Morris Logan
Upton S. & Ann S. Martin III
Chris & Caroline McDowell
Jack & Marilyn McClard
Kathy Messick
John Michael Muldowney
Allen & Diane Neergaard
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Oggel
Kathleen Patenaude
Margaret Pence
Joe & Carter Reid
Catherine & Mike Rey 
Edward & Alice Rivas
Bob & Cindy Rolfe 
John A. Rupp
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ryan, Jr.
Larry Schwartz &  

Anne-Marie Irani
Tara & Rob Seward 
Martha Shickle
Martha Singdahlsen
Ms. Margaret R. Thomas
Jim & Bobbie Ukrop

Co-Stars ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
John Atkins 
Robert L. & Sandra Balster
Kay Burnett
James & Gayle Bynum
Druanne & Ralph Cummins
Anne M. Dobson &  

Timothy S. Baird
Virginia Edmunds
Michael Escobar
Nancy Finch
Meredith Harbach 
Sara Hillgrove
Sarah & Matt Holland 
Melanie Holloway 
Dr. Claire C. Kaugars
Bev & Sid Koerin 
Kunal & Priyanka Kumar 
Margaret T. Lee
June & Matt Lehman
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Linas
Cathy & Read McGehee
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall N. Morton
Kelly & Christy O’Keefe
Carolyn & Terry Quinn 
Mary Ann Reid
G. Randolph &  

Barbara Robertson
Alison & Joseph Rogish
Barbara & John Rose
Linda & David Rose
Virginia L. Sandford
Eileen Sigmund 
Gri� & Cathy Surowka
Margaret Talley Lee
Lange Taylor
Maria P. Tedesco 
Kishore Thota 
Ted & Katie Ukrop
Robert & Betty J. Van Sickle 
Edward Villanueva
Patricia Wall
Dr. Deborah Waters &  

Rev Dr. E. Allen Co�ey
Vivian & Steve White  
Tamra & Je�rey Wilt

We thank the many individuals and institutional funders who have made charitable contributions in the 

past year. The following lists reflect contributions to our annual operating fund between Donations March 1, 

2023 - February 15, 2024. If you would like to join these supporters by donating to our nonprofit theatre, 

please visit www.virginiarep.org to DONATE NOW or mail your contribution check to Virginia Repertory 

Theatre, 114 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23220. Corrections to this list or questions about donating 

should be directed to our Development O�ce at (804) 783-1688 x1263. 

THANK YOU, DONORS!

*Deceased	



Ensemble ($250 - $499)
Mabel Baldwin 
Robert Beckwith 
Leola Bedsole
Corey & Gray Booker
Derrick Brewer & Liana Scialdone 
Stan & Martha Brown
Karen & Robert Buesing 
Anne & Steve Ca�ery
Dr. John B.H. Caldwell
Becky Clarke
John & Susan Claytor
Emily Cole-Jones & Robb Jones
Rich Contreras
Bill Cooper 
Donna Copley & Janet Inwood
David & Carolyn Crighton
Marian Daniels 
Margaret Doherty
Steven Farber & Ann Jewell 
David & Mary Frediani
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Giles
Gregory J. Gilligan 
Ann Goebel
John & Dawn Hall
Michael & Susan Haubenstock
Constance J. Hom
Walter & Geraldine Howard
Ron & Ann Klipp
L. Richard Martin, Jr. 
Sallie & Frank Mayer 
Lyn & Bill Manson
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton P. Mo�att
Debbie Morris 
Ann Nichols-Casebolt
Robert & Karen Nowicki 
Judith & Mary O’Brien
Wade Ogg 
Michelle Orsi 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Pankey
Julia Pilipenko 
Rob & Bev Pugh
Gail & Barry Ridgeway
Lucinda & Robert Ritter
Alfredo & Diane Roth 
Kassie Schroth 
Lynn & Jay Schwartz 
Alfred & Meredith Scott
Phillip Setterlund 
Beth Shivak 
Robin & Je� Skoog
Jane Sper
Dr. Eugene & Lois Trani 
Daniel & Charlene Vallandingham
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Walker, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gary G. Wallace
P. Watson Seaman 
Donna Wheeler
Mary Ann Wilson
Rick & Lane Witthoe�t
Cheryl Yancey 

Curtain Raisers ($100 - $249) 
Carl R. & Darlene Z. Ackerman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Adler
Patricia Alders 
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Artz
Sally T. Bagley 
Michael Bagwell 
Ron Barnett
Gordon & Nancy Bass
Jerry & Patricia Bayer
Susan & David Beach
Michael & Ann Beall
Martin Beekman & 

 Dorothy Tarleton
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Bell, Jr.
Stephen Bendheim
Roxanne Bennett
Elizabeth Blair
Jennifer & William Blandford
Richard & June Bohrer
Jan & Brad Booker
Eugenia H. Borum
William Brand, Jr. 
Doris & Bob Brody
John Bryan 
Priscilla Burbank
Mrs. Patricia F. Carrington 
William H. Carter 
Desirée Roots-Centeio
Steve Chafin
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Clary	
Linda Cooke
David Crank
Blair Curdts
Charles Owens Davidson
Larry & Mary Kathryne Eck
Beth & Michael Edelstein
Suzanne Eller 
Phyllis A. Errico
Lewis Farinholt
William & Debbie Fleming
William & Teresa Fleming
Belinda Friday
Anita H. Garland
Richard Gehr
Ralph & Jocelyne Graner
Cyndee & Tom Gress 
Linda & Larry Guenther 
Michael & Terry Gulino
Debi Haber
Melissa Haber
Athena & Paul Hallman 
Sandra E. Harris 
Jane & Jim Hartough
Peyton & Matt Hill 
Jeb & Becky Hockman
Elizabeth & Gary Hopper 
Guy & Marion Horsley
Wendall F. Howard 
Patricia Howe 

Warren E. Hughes
Nancy C. Hunter
Lynn Ivey & Cyndy Brown
Bob & Gail Jaspen
Earl Johnson
Vanessa O. Johnson 
Marshall Johnson 
Ion S. & Angelika Jovin
Winifred Warden Jude
Stephanie & Bill Karn
Otto Konrad 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Kirkpatrick	
Lisa D. Kotula
Mr. & Mrs. Jay B. Lafler 
John & Sherry Lambert 
Dr. Audrey Landers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Large
Debby & Michael Lax 
Risa & Jay Levine
Hortense Mitchell Liberti
Sarah & Joe Marshall
Colleen Maitland
David Marchette 
Lee & Peggy Martin
Eric May
Tom & Donna McClish
Connie McHale
Margaret & Bruce Mertens
Carrie Miller 
Gail Miller
Tom Mills
Gerald & Sharon Milsky 
Liz & Charles Nance
Kraig & Kim Negaard
Sylvia & Alan Newman
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Noftsinger, Jr. 
Sandi Nogi
Vilma Osmalov 
Sharon Ott
James Overacre
Ana Palaghita
Sarah K. Parrish
Mark & Caryn Persinger 
Mike & Melissa Radtke
Nadine Rapoza 
Jackson E. Reasor 
Eugenia Redmond
Whitney & Josh Reid 
Bob & Jan Reynolds
Dr. & Mrs. Laurie Rennie 
Toni & Bruce Rennie
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Riddell
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory B. Robertson
Pat Rooney
Carole Royall
Eileen & Thomas Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. R. Strother Scott 
Carolyn & John Simpson
Hilary Borbón Smith
Susan Smyth
Mary Lou Sommardahl
Tom & Jean Stevens



Claude & Mary Lou Stocky
David & Georgia Tetrault 
Victoria Thomasson
Richard & Paula Troxel
Howard M. Twilley
George Watkins
Reed & Terrie West
Stacey Wilson
Amy Wratchford 
William & Patricia Young
Eugene & Carrie Zaretski 

Company ($50 - $99)
Judith Abruzese 
Brenda P. Bailey
Mary Baker 
Peter & Barbara Birch 
Ms. Jeanne Chenault
Allyson Currin 
Thomas & Lana Digges 
Ruth H. Doumlele
Meg Downs
Theresa Du�ey 
Laura Eastman
Ms. Nancy Joan Faulkner
Ami B. Goldstein 
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Green
Ralph & Jackie Harman
Johannah B. Harrison
Lynne Hartman & David 

Redinbaugh
Dr. & Mr. Patrick E. Held 
Rose & Sheldon Herold
Joy Howard 
Mr. Dennis Lee Howard
Randall Hurt 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Hutchinson, Jr.
EmJay Johnson 
Robin E. Mapes
Kathleen Quick Martin
Ann Coleman Mastrota	
Anne McLaughlin
Dr. Benita Miller
Constance Moe
Don & Peg Mohar
Susan Montcastle
Mr. William L. Motley, Jr.
Gloria Myers 
Peggy Norris
Ginger & John O’Neil 
Sandra G. Palkins
Nikki Parrish
Ms. Angelene Pell
Margaret Perkinson
Nancy G. Powell
Beth Pruitt 
Rose R. Reif
Charles Robinson
Toby Rosenthal
The Schmude Family
Jerry & Roseanne Shalf
Brenda Smith
Ray & Connie Sorrell
Trent Taylor
Bobby J. Thornburg 
Kelly & Ed Trask 

Rebecca Walsh 
Je� Wells
Robert Wodarczyk
Danielle N. Wroblewski

INSTITUTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
Cornerstones ($50,000+)

Altria Group
CultureWorks & the Arts and 

Cultural Funding Consortium 
- supported by City of 
Richmond and the Counties  
of Hanover & Henrico

Dominion Energy
E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter 

Foundation
Lettie Pate Whitehead 

Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
The Shubert Foundation
Virginia Commission for the Arts

Angels ($25,000 - $49,999)
Atlantic Union Bank
Overton & Katherine Dennis 

Fund
Pauley Family Foundation
The Community Foundation for a 

greater Richmond
The Reinhart Foundation

Producers ($15,000�–�$24,999) 
Roy E. Burgess II Fund 
Memorial Foundation for 

Children
R.E.B. Foundation
Robins Foundation

Directors ($10,000�–�$14,999)
Arenstein Family Fund 
Lewis & Butler Foundation
The Supply Room
Wilbur M. Havens Charitable 

Foundation

Stars ($5,000�–�$9,999) 
County of Henrico
Encompass Health
JR & JD Branch Family Fund
Lewis Insurance Associates
Virginia A. Arnold Endowment 

Fund

Stage Managers ($2,500�–�$4,999) 
Charlottesville Community 

Foundation
Estes Foundation
Keiter
Ruth Camp Campbell 

Foundation
Williams Mullen

Community Builders 
($1,000�–�$2,499) 
Emerson Companies, LLC
Fife Family Foundation 
Kathryn & W. Harry 

Schwarzschild Fund 
McGuireWoods LLP
Raymond James & Associates
Troutman Pepper
Westminster Canterbury 

Richmond

Co-Stars ($500�–�$999)
Loucks Family Foundation
The Micawber Foundation
Wegmans

Ensemble ($250�–�$499)
Kroger
PGA Tour Charities
Walker Family Fund 

Curtain Raisers ($100�–�$249)
GFWC Ashcake Woman’s Club
The Hartford
Women’s Club of Bon Air 

Company ($50�–�$99)
AmazonSmile Foundation

IN HONOR & 
MEMORIAM
Sally Bagley in honor of Cal & 

George Jennison
Gloria Barrett in memory of 

Barbara Kincaid
Jerry & Patricia Bayer in memory 

of Tom McGranahan
John Bryan in honor of Emily  

Cole-Jones
The Estate of Agnes B. Cain 

in memory of Raymond L. 
Brown, Jr. & Julia A. Brown

Emily Cole-Jones in honor of 
Melissa Haber & Tunstall Willis

Blair Curdts in honor of Suzanne 
Pollard & Scott Wichmann

Phyllis A. Errico in memory of 
Audrey Errico

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Giles in 
honor of Emily Cole-Jones

Ralph & Jackie Harman in 
memory of Thomas Wyeth 
Harman

Johannah B. Harrison in memory  
of Barbara Kincaid

Catherine Sta�ord Hawkins in 
memory of Barbara Kincaid

Rev. and Mrs. Charles Hunt in 
memory of Walt Sherman

Debby & Michael Lax in honor of 
Ric Areinstein

Peggy & Lee Martin in honor of 
Diane Halley & in memory of 
Sandra Jones



Kraig & Kim Negaard in memory  
of Norman Negaard

Sandi Nogi in memory of  
Dr. Jay Nogi

Rose R. Reif in memory of 
Barbara Kincaid

Westminster Canterbury 
Richmond in honor of Bruce 
Miller & Phil Whiteway

Roger & Barbara Whiteway in 
honor of Phil Whiteway

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTIONS
Anne Britt
Margaret Doherty
Bruce Kay
Colleen Maitland
Lawanna Stanton
The Supply Room
Linda Adams

MATCHING GIFTS
Altria Client Services
Dominion Energy
The Hartford
Total Quality Logistics

GIVING

Virginia Rep relies on the generosity of our donors for over one-third of our 
annual operating revenue. Donor support each season allows us to produce 
high-quality theatre productions for Virginia audiences of all ages, while 
addressing critical community needs through the power of live theatre.

See how donations are used, and please consider giving  
at virginiarep.org/give.html or scan this QR code  
with your phone 

If you would like more information, contact Melissa Haber  
at 804-783-1688 x1263 or mhaber@virginiarep.org.

GREAT STAGES CAMPAIGN DONORS

The following donors have made generous commitments to our Great Stages Campaign in support 

of the acquisition of the former Scottish Rite Temple as the new home of Virginia Rep Center for Arts 

and Education. With this facility, Virginia Rep is establishing a nationally prominent home for our 

programming for children, families, and schools. The list below reflects campaign gifts made through 

February 15, 2024. To learn more about the campaign, or to make a pledge, please contact Melissa Haber at 

(804) 783-1688 x1263.

Anonymous
Rhona & Ric Arenstein
Patricia Bedford
Susie Stevens Bogese, Ally 

Ashcraft, & Mikey Bogese
Brad & Jan Booker
J. Read, Jr. & Janet Dennis Branch
The Cabell Foundation
Mr. J.P. Causey, Jr.
Laura Lee & Ted Chandler
Emily Cole-Jones & Robb Jones
Bill Cooper
Paige & Jason De La Cruz
The Overton & Katharine  

Dennis Fund
Donna T. Douglas
E.B. Du� Charitable Lead  

Annuity Trust
Mary Butler Eggleston
Tom & Brenda Eggleston

George & Darlene Emerson
William J. Ernst III
Nancy Finch
Craig & Trish Forman
Don & Betsy Garber
Nancy & Hugh Harrison
Jane & Jim Hartough
Cecil R. & Edna S. Hopkins  

Family Foundation
Cal & George Jennison
King & Spalding LLP
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce A. Kay
Richard & Nancy Krider
Dirk D. Lasater
Markel Corp.
Meredith & Perry Miles
Valerie A. Molnar & Yogi H. Singh
The Monument Group
Moses D. Nunnally, Jr.  

Charitable Trust B

The Mary Morton Parsons 
Foundation

Carolyn & Bill Paulette
Martha Quinn
Virginia Sargeant Reynolds 

Foundation
Roller-Bottimore Foundation
The William H.-John G.-Emma 

Scott Foundation
Ms. Martha Shickle
Elizabeth C. Shu�
Sheryl Smith
Julie Toben
Mandy Tornabene
TowneBank Foundation
Ms. Adrienne Whitaker
Phil & Donna Whiteway
The Windsor Foundation Trust
Cheryl Yancey



QCD? RMD? IDK!
We aren’t talking about Quality Character Development or 

Riveting Musical Drama, but Qualified Charitable Distribution 
and Required Minimum Distribution.

Did you know that if you are at least age 

70½, these acronyms can help you save on 

your taxes through a gift to Virginia Rep? 

To discuss a gift, or for more  

information, contact Melissa Haber  

at (804) 783-1688 x1263,  

or mhaber@virginiarep.org.

we have: 
 

chocolates
freeze-dried

gummies
licorice

lollipops
marshmallow

& so much more!
 

we do:
 

party favors
gift bags and baskets

corporate gifts
 

visit us at
308-B Libbie Ave

Richmond, VA 23226 
 



VIRGINIA REPERTORY THEATRE   |   804-282-2620   |   VIRGINIAREP.ORG   

VIRGINIA REP CENTER  Jessie Bogese Theatre,  4204 Hermitage Rd

BASED ON  
NAKED MOLE RAT GETS DRESSED 
BOOK BY MO WILLEMS  
PUBLISHED BY HYPERION BOOKS  
FOR CHILDREN

SCRIPT AND LYRICS BY  
MO WILLEMS 

MUSIC BY  
DEBORAH WICKS LAPUMA

DIRECTED BY  
TODD D. NORRIS

Dude! A special lesson and fabulous rock 
show all in one — energetic songs, quirky 
characters, and a fantastic story by 
popular author Mo Willems.

APRIL 12 - MAY 19



SHOW SPONSOR

8 0 4 - 2 8 2 - 2 6 2 0  |  V I R G I N I A R E P.O R G

JUNE 21 - AUGUST 4   NOVEMBER THEATRE

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY  

DOLLY PARTON
BOOK BY  

PATRICIA RESNICK
Based on the 20th Century Fox  
Picture Originally produced on  
Broadway by Robert Greenblatt,  
April 2009

DIRECTION BY DEBRA CLINTON

9 TO 5, THE MUSICAL
is presented through special arrangement  

with Music Theatre International (MTI). 
All authorized performance materials are also 

supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

PHOTO: KIMBERLY FROST


