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GOING ON 
The theme of our 9th Annual Anything Goes 
Gala was The Show Will Go On, and truer 
words were never spoken. It was our first 
virtual Gala, and it was a robust and inspiring 
show unto itself. If you didn’t catch it live on 
January 23, be sure to watch it now from our 
website at VirginiaRep.org. It’s 81 minutes of 
fun and good cheer. Endless thanks to the 
over 120 individuals who worked for months 
to make the Gala happen.

Best of all, the Gala was just the beginning. 
In February, we began distributing our 
video production of Harriet Tubman and 

the Underground Railroad free-of-charge 
to Title I schools throughout Virginia, and, 
for a modest fee, to other schools statewide. 
We are currently offering Harriet Tubman 
and two other children’s plays for families 
to watch at home with video-on-demand at 
our website.

In April, we’ll begin our First Fridays  
mini-cabaret program, Evening Songs, 
directed by our Music Supervisor, Anthony 
Smith. Evening Songs will be a series of 
free half-hour concerts presented live 
and open air on the First Friday of every 
month at our historic Virginia Rep Center. 
In May, we will offer virtual performances 
of our internationally acclaimed child abuse 
prevention program, Hugs and Kisses, 
available to all 2nd through 4th graders in 
elementary school classrooms statewide. 

And this summer, in accordance with public 
safety protocols, we will reopen our live 
performance series with a lavish musical 
comedy sure to delight everyone in our 
community. As a tribute to the late great 
Randy Strawderman (Barksdale’s Artistic 
Director, 1997-2001), who passed away 
last summer, we are recreating an all new 
iteration of one of his signature hits, Ella and 

Her Fella Frank, starring Desirée Roots and 
Scott Wichmann. 

We know it seems like we’ve been dark, and we have been. But we’ve also been VERY 
BUSY! Take heart, friends. At Virginia Rep, our best shows are soon to come!

Actor Photo Credits - COVER: D. Jerome Wells and Mariah Lyttle from The Wiz;  
Joe Marshall, J. Ron Fleming Jr., and James Craven from Fences; cast of Forever Plaid; 
Scott Wichmann in A Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder. INSIDE: Marjie Southerland 
and the cast from Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad; Alec Beard, Irene 
Kuykendall, Paul S. Major, and Audra Honaker from The 39 Steps; Quynh-My Luu from 
Cinderella; the cast from Cadence Theatre’s 13.

Photos by: Jason Collins, Jay Paul, Aaron Sutten

You can watch the Gala at 
VirginiaRep.org 



A YEAR AND A HALF IN REVIEW
Fiscal 2020 (and the seven months that followed) was one for the record books 
— a year and a half that gave credence to the old Yiddish adage, “Man plans and 
God laughs.” Only everyone concurs that God wasn’t laughing this time.

We began the fiscal year with a joyful summer production of The Wiz, followed in 
our November Theatre by the rollicking mystery/musical comedy A Gentleman’s 

Guide to Love and Murder, starring Scott Wichmann, Alexander Sapp, and Grey 
Garrett. A bright reimagining of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic Cinderella 
brought merriment throughout the holiday season, followed by August Wilson’s 
masterwork, Fences, which triumphed as the Richmond Theatre Critics’ Circle 
Best Play of the Year.

Forever Plaid kicked off our Hanover Tavern Season with a song, and the  
singing continued with Debra Wagoner in Always … Patsy Cline, followed by  
the suspenseful hijinks of The 39 Steps. The Theatre for Young Audiences version 
of Tuck Everlasting delighted audiences of all ages on our Children’s Theatre 
Season at Willow Lawn, followed by Katrinah Carol Lewis’ brilliant reinvention  
of our signature history show, Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.  
13 (featuring a super-talented, all-adolescent cast) won hearts on our Cadence 
Season in Theatre Gym (co-produced with Cadence Theatre), followed (almost) 
by the transcendent newness of Small Mouth Sounds.

Ah … “almost.” In early March, COVID-19 took center stage and everything — all 
our mainstage productions and all our statewide, regional and national tours — 
came abruptly to a halt. With all those production and performance cancellations, 
100% of our earned revenue beat a hasty retreat. 

But the bills kept coming. Virginia Rep is a major company — bringing in and 
sending out approximately $5.8 million per year. Beginning in March, the earned 
revenue may have stopped — but the mortgage payments, tax assessments, 
rental fees, insurance charges — you get the picture — all continued.

What’s a nonprofit to do?

Behave responsibly and move forward carefully, but with great optimism for the 
future — that’s what. We tightened every belt that could be tightened. Everyone 
on staff was either furloughed or laid off. We bid farewell to our Artistic Director 
of four years, Nathaniel Shaw. 

And we turned to you for support — and YOU CAME THROUGH beyond our  
best expectations!

On January 23, 2021, we staged our annual Anything Goes Gala virtually with an 
ambitious “by this point in the year” goal of $680,000. And thanks to your love and 
care, we blew past that goal, with a total of $782,288 raised as of January 31, in 
support of our mission-driven work. From the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU!

In this Annual Report, Plus Update, we’ll fill you in on everything that happened 
throughout all of fiscal 2020 and the first seven months of fiscal 2021. And we’ll 
share with you our current plans for reopening.

Also, we’ll personally thank MANY of you whose generosity made it possible.  



DONORS 
We thank the many individuals and institutional funders 
who gave to Virginia Rep so generously between July 2019 
and June 2020. All donors of $50 and more are listed on our 
website. The following lists reflect contributions of $500 and 
above received in fiscal 2020. We have made every effort 
to list individual names correctly. If we have made an error, 
please accept our apologies and contact our development 
office at 783-1688, ext 1263.

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS

Angels  
($25,000+)
William & Joseé Covington
Don & Betsy Garber
Lynn Greer
Jeff Gallagher &  

Catherine Howard
Ms. Vivian Keasler
J. Theodore & Mary Linhart
Suzanne C. Pollard
Neil* & Sara Belle* 

November

Producers  
($15,000 – $24,999)
Mary Butler Eggleston
Tom & Brenda Eggleston
Hugh & Nancy Harrison
George & Cal Jennison

Directors  
($10,000 – $14,999)
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Farrell
David & Mary Frediani
Margaret R. Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Lewis
Frances Lewis
Steve & Kathie Markel
Perry & Meredith Miles
Bill & Carolyn Paulette

Stars 
($5,000 – $9,999)
Anonymous
Brad Armstrong & Frazier 

Millner
Dr. Mark Bladergroen & 

Mrs. Carmella Maurizi
J. Read Jr & Janet Dennis 

Branch
Ellen & Orran Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James Carreras Jr
J.P. Causey Jr
Donna T. Douglas
Gonzalee Ford
Ms. Carrie T. Galeski
Dr. & Mrs. William V. 

Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. 

Garner Jr
Bruce & Janet Kay
Ms. Lynne McClendon
Mrs. Margaret Pence
Paul & Nancy Springman

Stage Managers 
($2,500 – $4,999)
Franco & Ruth Ambrogi
Mr. & Mrs. S. Wyndham 

Anderson
Jane Beaver
Mark & Katherine Busser
William Carter
Dean & Jewel Caven
Ted & Laura Lee Chandler
Mrs. Jamme Coy
Craig & Trish Forman
Robert & Lynne L. Glasser
Chris & Cheryl Guedri
Mary Lou B. Hopkins*
Ken & Kathy Lemelin
John Moon & Abby 

Winship
John & Karen Palen
Susan Quinn
Barry & Gail Ridgeway
Mr. Gilbert Rosenthal*
Ms. Maura Scott
Sallie & Bill Thalhimer
Ms. Margaret Thomas
Mandy & Billy Tornabene
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ukrop
Phil & Donna Whiteway
Wil & Helen Zuelzer 

Community Builders 
($1,000 – $2,499)
Pete & Marcia Alcorn
Rev. Vienna Cobb 

Anderson
Anonymous
Robert B. Ball Jr
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. 

Beadles
Anthony Berrios
Dr. John A. & Mary Jane 

Board
Brad & Jan Booker
Steve & Cara Bowen
Elizabeth (Lee) Camp
Michael & Susan Carron
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Cornell
Mary Ann Curtin
Elizabeth K. Dalton
Martin & Jennifer 

Davenport
John & Susan Davenport
Mark & Michelle Davis
Steve & Julee Fletcher
Jeff & Amanda Galanti
Paul Galanti
Bill & Mary Garrison
Thomas S. Gay
Jamie & Blake Gordon
Michael & Susan Gracik

Anne R. Gray
Kyle Grinnage
Mr. Michael Gulino
Scott & Janet Hammer
Kitty Harlow
Jim & Jane Hartough
Gloria Mae Hintz
Anne-Marie Irani &  

Larry Schwartz
Tray & Cassandra Isley
Michael & Bevin Kehoe
James Klaus
Pete Low
Chuck Maddux
Jeff & Mary Ann Markunas
Charlotte McCutcheon
Arlene McLaren
Brandon & Morenike Miles
Rick & Suzanne Morris
Ellen Moseley
Terry & Linda Oggel
Jay & Casey Payne
Carla Picard
Barbara P. Quirk
Brewster & Ann Rawls
Chuck & Page Reece
Carter Reid
Dr. Christopher Reina  

& Tell Carlson
M. H. Reinhart
Edward & Alice Rivas
Don Robelen
Robert & Cindy Rolfe
David & Linda Rose
John & Barbara Rose
Larry & Matilda Shifflett
Martha Singdahlsen
Jeff Thomas
Ted & Katie Ukrop
Charles & Norvell 

Whitaker
S.R. & Amy Williams
Dr. Leanne Yanni

Co-Stars 
($500 – $999)
Reid & Lisa Ashe
Mr. John Atkins
Mr. & Mrs. Scott C. Barton
Katherine Beard
Nancy Booker
Mr. John Butterworth
Dr. John B. H. Caldwell
Pam Carnahan
Keith & Pamela Carney
Michelle Christian
Lynn L. Clayton
Rev. Dr. E. Allen Coffey & 

Dr. Deborah Waters
Carolyn A. Davis
Jay & Helen Desai
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Giles
Barbara & Vernon Glenn
Patricia Hackler
Karen Halvorsen
Eric & Courtney Harper
Shep & Cynthia Haw
Martha & Travis Heeter
Addison & Jessica Jones
Lynn Kitchens
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Knox
Dominic & Christine 

Madigan
Libby Majette
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Malechek
Upton S. & Ann S. Martin, III
Amy McCann
Read & Cathy McGehee
Christopher & Nancy 

McGowan
Tim & Squig Moore 
Marshall & Caroline Morton
Chris & Robin Nagle
Allen & Diane Neergaard
James & Nan O’Connell
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. 

Pankey
Kathleen Patenaude

* deceased



Many thanks to our donors for Fiscal Year 2021 (starting July 1, 2020). Names are updated monthly  
at bit.ly/varepdonors. A complete list of FY2021 donors will be published in the next annual report.

And special thanks to the many in-kind, corporate, and individual donors who supported our  
2021 Virtual Anything Goes Gala, The Show Will Go On. Visit bit.ly/varepdonors for a complete list.

Damon Pearson
John Rupp
Joe & Virginia Sandford
Paul & Vicki Saunders
Mr. Joe Schuessler
Michelle & Ted Schroll
Rob & Tara Seward
Joe & Cindy Shearin
Dick & Sandi Shirey
Dean & Valarie Shostak
Tom & Jean Stevens
Mary Lou Stocky
Griff & Cathy Surowka
C.S. & Alice Thomas
Scott & Joanna Tilley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.  

Van Sickle
Bruce* & Anna Whiteway
Sandra H. & Roger C. 

Wiley
Ann L. Williams
Murray & Diane Wright
John & Nancy Wright

INSTITUTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
Cornerstones 
($50,000+)
Altria
Disney Theatrical Group
E. Rhodes & Leona B. 

Carpenter Foundation
Lettie Pate Whitehead 

Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Virginia Commission for 

the Arts

Angels 
($25,000 - $49,999)
Atlantic Union Bank
CultureWorks &  

the Arts and Cultural 
Funding Consortium

Dominion Energy
Overton & Katharine 

Dennis Fund

Producers
($15,000 – $24,999) 
Cecil R. & Edna S. 

Hopkins Family 
Foundation

Community Foundation 
for a Greater Atlanta

Roy E. Burgess II* Fund

Directors
($10,000 – $14,999)
Arenstein Foundation
John Randolph 

Foundation
KOVAR
Lewis and Butler 

Foundation
R.E.B. Foundation
Robins Foundation
Sonabank
TowneBank

Stars 
($5,000 – $9,999) 
Anonymous
Barbara J. Thalhimer & 

William B. Thalhimer Jr. 
Family Fund

Capital One Bank

Community Foundation 
for a greater Richmond

Covington Travel
JR & JD Branch Family 

Fund, a Donor Advised 
Fund of Davenport 
Donor Advised 
Program

Richard S. Reynolds 
Foundation

York County Arts 
Commission

Stage Managers
($2,500 – $4,999) 
BDO USA LLC
Commonwealth 

Personnel
Estes Foundation
Kjellstrom + Lee Inc.
Lewis Insurance 

Associates
NewMarket Corporation
PGA Tour Charities
South State Bank

Community Builders
($1,000 – $2,499) 
County of Henrico
Ernst & Young
Glave & Holmes 

Architecture
Harry A. Thomas Fund
Kathryn & W. Harry 

Schwarzschild Fund
Nathalie L. Klaus 

Charitable Trust

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Riverfront Investment 

Group
RSM US
Ruth Camp Campbell 

Foundation

Co-Stars 
($500 – $999) 
Davenport & Co.
Department of Justice 

Services
Little Nomad
Loucks Family Foundation
Markel Corporation
The Micawber  

Foundation Inc.
United Way of Greater 

Richmond & Petersburg

Ensemble ($250 – $499)
Kroger
Network for Good

Curtain Raisers 
($100 – $249)
Amazon Smiles
GE Foundation
Spring Creek Baptist 

Church

Company
($50 – $99) 
Local Governments & 

Schools United Way 
Campaign

Donations under  
$50 are shown at  
bit.ly/varepdonors



VIRGINIA REP BY THE NUMBERS
In an average year, this is a typical snapshot of who we serve and what it costs.

ANNUAL REVENUE
$5,800,000
ANNUAL EXPENSES
$5,800,000
CONTRIBUTIONS
$1,800,000
COMPENSATION 
Paid to Richmond-based 
artists and staff

$3,100,000
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
Statewide

$19,100,000

ANNUAL ATTENDANCE
Signature Season (November Theatre)  44,000
Children’s Theatre Season  30,000
Hanover Tavern Season  11,000
Cadence Theatre Season  4,000
Tour to schools in Greater Richmond  63,000
Tour to VA schools outside RVA  97,000
National tour* outside VA  244,000
Camps, classes, service initiatives  17,000
Total attendance - approximately 510,000

*  No contributed revenues are used in support of national 
touring. National tour earnings subsidize free or below-
cost touring to low income schools throughout metro 
Richmond and Virginia.

Virginia Repertory Theatre
114 West Broad Street 
Richmond, VA 23220
(804) 783-1688
VirginiaRep.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Brad Armstrong
Brad H. Booker
Katherine Busser
William H. Carter
Jewel Glenn Caven
William S. Cooper, Jr.
Donna T. Douglas
Mary Butler Eggleston
Cliff Fleet
Trish Forman
Jeff Galanti
Donald B. Garber
Thomas Gay
Lynn Crowder Greer
Kyle R. Grinnage
Nancy M. Harrison

Martha Heeter
Bruce A. Kay
Dirk D. Lasater
Carmella Maurizi
Meredith Miles
Carolyn Paulette
Jay Payne
Damon W. Pearson
Martha Quinn
Susan Quinn
Christopher S. Reina, PhD
Gail C. Ridgeway
Yogi H. Singh
Adrienne P. Whitaker
Vida C. Williams

Advisory Council
Brad H. Booker - Chair
Ric Arenstein
J.P. Causey, Jr.
Josée Covington
Dr. Barbara Glenn
Dr. Monroe E. Harris, Jr.
M. Addison Jones, Jr.
Ted Linhart
Dominic Madigan
Carter M. Reid
Dr. Terrie H. Scheckelhoff
Charles N. Whitaker
Steve Williams
Jonathan M. Young

Carol Anne Love (Cal) Jennison Immediate Past Chair  

Jeffrey M. Gallagher 
Chair

Laura Lee Chandler 
Chair Elect

Amanda Tornabene 
Corporate Secretary

Kenneth R. Lemelin 
Treasurer


