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 Virginia Rep Opens the Upbeat Musical, They’re Playing Our Song
November 7 at Hanover Tavern

Richmond, VA – Virginia Repertory Theatre announces the opening of They’re Playing Our Song on Friday, November 7 at Hanover Tavern, 13181 Hanover Courthouse Road.  The show runs through Sunday, January 4.  This Tony nominated musical with a book by Neil Simon, lyrics by Carole Bayer Sager and music by Marvin Hamlisch premiered at the Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles in 1978 and opened on Broadway in 1979.  Loosely based on the real-life personal and professional relationship of Hamlisch and Bayer Sager, the show features Vernon, an award wining, wisecracking composer and Sonia, an offbeat lyricist.  The two artists come together in hopes of a successful collaboration and end up falling for each other after several trials and mishaps.  The show was nominated for ten Tony awards.  
Jan Guarino, who directed They’re Playing Our Song in 2001 for Barksdale Theatre, will both direct and choreograph this latest production.  Guarino is well known on the Richmond stage as a director and actor.  Directing credits include The Wizard of Oz and Barefoot in the Park for Virginia Rep and many shows in Virginia Rep’s Children’s Season.   Recent acting credits include Charitable Sisterhood, God of Carnage, and Busytown for Virginia Rep.
Aly Wepplo (Steal Magnolias, Seussical, Shrek for Virginia Rep, Importance of Being Ernest for Henley Street/Richmond Shakespeare) will play the role of Sonia, and Landon Nagel (Children of a Lesser God, Guys and Dolls, Full Monty for Virginia Rep, Detroit for Cadence Theatre and Virginia Rep, H2O for 5th Wall) will play the role of Vernon.  
Direction & Design
Direction/Choreography		Jan Guarino
Musical Direction			Jason Marks
Scenic Design			Terrie Powers
Lighting Design			B.J. Wilkinson
Costume Design			Jeanne Nugent
		
Cast List
Sonia Walsk				Aly Wepplo
Vernon Gersch			Landon Nagel

Ensemble:  Durron Tyre, Todd Paterson, Jeff Sundheim, Jessi Johnson, Brianne Chin, Anne Michelle Forbes				

Ticket Information
Box Office 804-282-2620
www.virginiarep.org
Full Price Tickets:  $40 
Discounted Group Rates and Rush tickets available.
U-Tix for college and high school students $12.  Available day of show by phone or in person.  Student ID required.  

Press Kits Available at http://va-rep.org/press.html
Pass code accessible Hi Res photos available to media.  
username = press  password = HiRes121

Evening performances at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
Matinee performances at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday and select Wednesdays and Saturdays

About Virginia Repertory Theatre
[bookmark: _GoBack]Virginia Repertory Theatre, located in Richmond, VA, combines the talents and strengths of two nonprofit companies that shared facilities, resources, and management teams for over a decade. Now the heritages of Barksdale Theatre (founded in 1953) and Theatre IV (founded in 1975) live on in their new form, as Central Virginia’s leading professional theater company.  Virginia Rep presents national caliber productions of the great dramas, comedies, and musicals as well as classics, contemporary works, and world premieres, always seeking to demonstrate the unique power of theater to engage, enthrall, educate, and inspire.  Productions are staged at four distinct venues:  the Sara Belle and Neil November Theatre and Theatre Gym at the downtown Virginia Rep Center, Virginia Rep’s Children’s Theatre located at Willow Lawn, and at Hanover Tavern, home to Virginia Rep’s Barksdale Season.
Sponsorship 
Partial funding is provided by the Virginia Commission for the Arts, The National Endowment for the Arts, the Shubert Foundation, and TSRC.  Media sponsorship is provided by Richmond Times-Dispatch, Community Idea Stations, and Richmond.com.  
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