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RI CHMOND,  VA. : Vi rgi ni a Repert ory Theatre announced it s 2018- 19 season on 

Mar ch 4 at a f esti ve eveni ng event wi t h li ve perf or mances of songs from sever al  of t he 

shows. Thi s i s t he t heat er company’ s second season under Arti sti c Di r ect or Nat hani el 

Shaw. The li neup i ncl udes t he Si gnat ur e season at t he Sar a Bell e and Neil November 

Theatre and Marj ori e Arenst ei n St age; t he Cadence season, co- pr oduced by Cadence 

Theatre Company at Theatre Gy m; t he Hanover season at Hanover Taver n; and t he 

Chi l dren’ s Season at Virgi ni a Rep’ s Chil dren’ s Theatre at Wi ll ow Lawn. Subscri pti ons 

may be purchased st arti ng Monday, Mar ch 5 at 10: 00 am.  

“ We ar e i n t he mi dst of chall engi ng, yet i nvi gorati ng ti mes. As we expl or ed pl ay titl es f or 

our 2018- 19 season, we wer e i nevi t abl y drawn t o t hemes of per severance, redempti on, 

recovery, and f orgi veness.  However, t he common t hr ead seemed t o be LOVE. LOVE 

of f amil y, LOVE of our f ell ow man, and most import antl y, choosi ng LOVE above 

vi ol ence and di strust. It i s a LOVE deepl y rooted i n our hi st ory. It i s a LOVE fill ed wi t h 

l aught er and cel ebr ati on.  It i s a LOVE fill ed with bot h pai n and rapt urous j oy. It i s a 

LOVE t hat propel s us for war d and i nspi res us t o do bett er, t o be better. Joi n us f or a 

dynami c, ent ert ai ni ng, passi on-fill ed, and t hought-provoki ng season at Ri chmond’ s 

fl agshi p pr of essi onal  t heat er,” sai d Arti sti c Di rect or Nat hani el Shaw.  

Si gnat ure Season 

The Si gnat ur e Season opens wi t h The Curi ous I nci dent of t he Dog i n Ni ght - Ti me 

( Sept ember 21 - Oct ober 14, 2018). Thi s dynami c and sur pri si ng drama i ntroduces 15-

year-ol d Chri st opher John Fr anci s Boone, an excepti onall y brilli ant and neur ol ogi call y 

at ypi cal  young man, who i nvesti gat es t he myst eri ous mur der of hi s nei ghbor’ s dog. But 



Chri st opher’ s det ecti ve work, f orbi dden by hi s f at her, t akes hi m on a harr owi ng, but 

ul ti mat el y tri umphant jour ney.  

Wri tt en by Si mon St ephens 
Based on t he novel  by Mar k Haddon 

 

The holi day show will be Si st er Act ( November 16 - December 30, 2018). Based on t he 

1992 hi t movi e wi t h Whoopi  Gol dber g, t hi s musi cal  f oll ows t he f all en showgi rl, Del ori s 

Van Carti er, who unexpect edl y fi nds si st er hood and redempti on when f orced t o t ake 

ref uge i n a convent.  

Musi c by Al an Menken 

Lyri cs by Gl enn Sl at er 

Book by Bill and Cheri St ei nkell ner  

Addi ti onal  Book Mat erial  by Dougl as Cart er Beane 

 

Fi rst up i n 2019 will be t he Tony Awar d- wi nni ng musi cal  Once ( Febr uary 8 - March 3, 

2019). Descri bed as one of t he most ori gi nal  musi cal s of our ti me, Once f oll ows a 

cl assi c t al e of boy- meets-gi rl but t hrough t he eyes of t wo musi ci ans and t he communi t y 

t hey bri ng t oget her on t he street s of Dubli n. Based on t he 2007 Academy Awar d-

wi nni ng movi e f or Best  Ori gi nal  Song (“ Falli ng Sl owl y”), Once f eat ur es a cast t hat act s 

as it s own orchestra t o t ell an enchanti ng and emoti onall y capti vati ng st ory about l ove, 

humani t y, and t he saving power of musi c. 

Based on t he Fil m by John Car ney 

Musi c and Lyri cs by Gl en Hansar d and Mar két a Irgl ová 

Book by Enda Wal sh 

 

 

Next Spri ng, Vi rgi ni a Rep will st age t he very first devel opment al  producti on of Atl anti s 

( April 12 - May 5, 2019). Thi s new musi cal  whi sks us away t o t he myst eri ous, i sol at ed 

i sl and of Atl anti s. On the Eve of The Sacr ed Sol sti ce, a young ref ugee, fl eei ng her 

vi ol ent homel and, washes up on t he shor e, sendi ng t he i sl and i nt o politi cal chaos. Wi t h 

an epi c and movi ng scor e, t hi s gl ori ous new musi cal  set s sail first from t he Port of 

Ri chmond!  

Musi c and Lyri cs by Matt hew Lee Robi nson 

Book by Ken Cer ni gli a and Matt hew Lee Robi nson 



Addi ti onal  St ory by Scott Morri s 

 

Cl osi ng t he Si gnat ur e season will be The Wi z (June 21 - Jul y 28, 2019) based on L. 

Fr ank Baum' s cl assi c 1900 chil dren' s novel  The Wonderf ul Wi zar d of Oz. Set t o t he 

sounds of R&B, soul  and pop, t hi s Tony Award- wi nni ng musi cal  f oll ows Dor ot hy and her 

fri ends as t hey “ Ease on Down” t he yell ow brick road.  

Musi c and Lyri cs by Charli e Smal l s 

Book by Wi lli am F. Br own 

 

Cadence Season 

Bet ween Ri versi de and Cr azy ( Oct ober 13 - Nove mber 4, 2018), t he 2015 Pulit zer 

Pri ze- wi nni ng pl ay by St ephen Adl y Gui rgi s st art s t he season. When ex-cop “ Pops” 

Washi ngt on wel comes hi s ex-con son back i nt o hi s rent-controll ed apart ment on 

Ri versi de Dri ve, he al so wel comes some new, unli kel y but frequent guest s. Fi ghti ng t o 

keep one of t he l ast rent -st abili zed apart ment s i n New York Ci t y, as wel l as fi ghti ng a 

di scri mi nati on sui t agai nst t he New York Poli ce Depart ment, does not make hi s sit uati on 

any easi er. The pl ay uses dark humor t o exami ne t he contradi cti ons of j usti ce and t he 

human condi ti on t o persever e.  

Wri tt en by St ephen Adl y Gui rgi s 

 

I n My Chai r, an ori gi nal work writt en and perfor med by Ri chmond arti st Eva DeVi rgili s 

wi t h Vi rgi ni a Repert ory devel opment al  assi st ance, premi ers Mar ch 2-24, 2019. What 

st art ed as an i nt ernati onall y renowned TEDx Tal k fl ouri shed i nt o a gl obal research tri p 

t o gat her eye- openi ng perspecti ves on sel f-est eem, body i mage, and oft en unr eali sti c 

21st Cent ury beaut y standar ds. Joi n awar d- wi nni ng actress and makeup arti st DeVi rgili s 

on her j our ney t o fi nd out why beaut y i s so cl osel y ti ed t o sel f-acceptance.  

 

Wri tt en and Perf or med by Eva DeVi rgili s 

Last i n t he Cadence season will be 2016 Pulitzer Pri ze-fi nali st Gl ori a ( May 11 - June 2, 

2019). Gl ori a i s a sharp sati re t hat exposes workpl ace t oxi cit y at its most vol atil e. What 

st art s as a nor mal  day f or a group of young, ambi ti ous edi t ori al assi st ant s abr uptl y t urns 

i nt o anyt hi ng but, and when t hei r lif e-changi ng experi ence off ers t he opport uni t y t hey 

have all been wai ti ng for, t hei r fi ght t o have t hei r st ory t ol d becomes mor e rut hl ess t han 



ever.  

 

Wri tt en by Br anden Jacobs-Jenki ns  

 

 

Hanover Season 

The Hanover Season wi ll open wi t h Ken Ludwi g’ s holi day comedy The Ga me’ s Af oot: 

Hol mes f or t he Holi days ( November 30 - December 30, 2018). Mur der myst eri es and 

mi rt hf ul merri ment col or t hi s t wi st y whoduni t. Cent er ed on Br oadway st ar Wi lli am 

Gi ll ett e, admi red worl dwi de f or hi s portrayal  of Sherl ock Hol mes, t hi s wacky comedy 

f oll ows t he act or as he must repri se hi s rol e i n order t o sol ve t he myst ery of hi s own 

att empt ed mur der i n his castl e duri ng holi day f esti viti es wi t h hi s castmat es.  

Wri tt en by Ken Ludwi g 

 

Pul it zer Pri ze-fi nali st Broadway Bound ( Mar ch 15 - April 20, 2019) fol l ows t he 

bl ockbust er success of Vi rgi ni a Rep’ s 2015 producti on of Bri ght on Beach Me moi rs, t he 

t hi rd i nst all ment of Neil Si mon' s aut obi ogr aphi cal  tril ogy. The pl ay fi nds Eugene, and hi s 

ol der br ot her St anl ey, tryi ng t o break i nt o t he worl d of show busi ness as pr of essi onal  

comedy writ ers. When t hei r mat eri al i s broadcast on t he radi o f or t he first ti me, t he 

Jer ome f ami l y i s pushed t o t he bri nk as a t hi nly-veil ed comedi c portrai t of t hemsel ves i s 

br oadcast acr oss t hei r communi t y. 

Wri tt en by Neil Si mon 

 

 

The fi nal show i n t he Hanover season will be For ever Pl ai d (Jul y 19 - August 25, 2019). 

For anyone l ooki ng f or a nost al gi c tri p back t o t he days of cl ose- har mony bar bershop 

quart et s, l ook no f urt her t han St uart Ross’ s nifty musi cal  revue For ever Pl ai d. Doo- wop 

t o t he gol den t unes of back i n t he day wi t h The Pl ai ds, a quart et of high school  fri ends 

t hat ret ur n from t he afterlif e f or t hei r l ast chance at musi cal  gl ory.  

Book by St uart Ross 

Musi c and Lyri cs by Vari ous Arti st s 

 

Chil dren’ s Season 



Fi rst up i n t he Chil dren’ s Season will be t he regi onal  premi er e of Mr. Popper’ s Pengui ns 

( Oct ober 19 - December 30, 2018). Based on t he popul ar chil dren’ s book, Mr. Popper’ s 

Pengui ns t ell s t he t al e of t he gentl e Briti sh house pai nt er, wi t h a f ondness f or Ant arcti c 

expl or ati on, who fi nds hi msel f and hi s f ami l y the pr oud domesti cat ors of a f ami l y of 

pengui ns. Thi s heart war mi ng t al e will be a holi day treat f or t he enti re f amil y as t hey 

f oll ow Mr. Popper, hi s fami l y, and hi s t al ent ed littl e pengui ns.  

Based on t he novel  by Ri char d and Fl or ence At wat er 

 

 

The next show up will be Huck and Tom and t he Mi ght y Mi ssi ssi ppi  (January 25 - March 

3, 2019). Thi s Vi rgi ni a Rep ori gi nal  adapt ati on bri ngs Mar k Twai n' s t wo cl assi c 

Ameri can novel s i nt o one f ast-paced, f oot st ompi n’  musi cal  advent ure down t he 

Mi ssi ssi ppi . The gr eat est young advent ur ers in Ameri can lit erat ur e, Huckl eberry Fi nn 

and Tom Sawyer, spring t o lif e al ong wi t h f ami li ar char act ers Ji m, Becky That cher, Aunt 

Pol l y, and all t he resi dent s and rapscalli ons of Hanni bal , MO as t hey expl or e t he 

maj esti c ri ver t hat defined t hei r li ves, t est ed thei r soul s, and carri ed t hei r spi rit i nt o t he 

heart of Ameri ca.  

Musi c by Ron Bar nett 
Book by Pet er Howar d 

 

The f oll owi ng show will be Pi nocchi o ( Mar 29 - May 5, 2019). Wri tt en by Br uce Cr ai g 

Mi ll er, t hi s pl ay t ell s  t he cl assi c t al e of Geppett o' s littl e wooden puppet whose onl y wi sh 

i s t o be a real  boy. Fall back i n l ove wi t h t he tal e t hat has transcended gener ati ons of 

wi shmakers. I magi ne Geppett o’ s sur pri se when t he puppet he carves from a most 

unusual  pi ece of wood suddenl y spri ngs t o lif e. The wooden boy, named Pi nocchi o, 

becomes li ke a son t o the ki ndl y ol d wood carver who pr ovi des hi m wi t h a l ovi ng home. 

But t he mi schi evous, and somewhat ungr at eful , Pi nocchi o has ot her i deas and set s off 

on a seri es of f ant asti cal  advent ur es t hat t each hi m val uabl e l essons t hat l ead hi m back 

home.  

 

Wri tt en by Br uce Cr ai g Mill er 

 

Cl osi ng t he Chil dren’ s season will be Pol kadots: The Cool  Ki ds Musi cal  (Jul y 12 - 

August 11, 2019). Pol kadot s f oll ows 8-year-old Lil y Pol kadot, t he first Pol kadot t o att end 

t he school  i n t he “ Squares Onl y” smal l t own of  Rockaway. However, Li l y, al ong wi t h her 



new fri end Sky, a shy Squar e boy who appr eci at es her f or her uni que pol kadot ski n, 

pr ove t hat our i ndi vi dual  diff erences do not make us wei rd or wr ong,  t hey make us 

awesome. I nspi red by t he event s of The Littl e Rock Ni ne, Pol kadot s i s a f un and col orf ul 

but al so meani ngf ul hi st ory l esson f or chil dren.  

Book by Mel vi n Tunst all III 

Musi c by Gr eg Bor owsky and Dougl as Lyons 

Lyri cs by Dougl as Lyons 

 

About Vi rgi ni a Rep 

Wi t h a $5 mi lli on budget, Vi rgi ni a Repert ory Theatre ( Vi rgi ni a Rep) i s one of t he l argest 

perf or mi ng art s or gani zati ons i n central Vi rgini a. Counti ng t heat er perf or mances, t ours, 

camps, cl asses and servi ce i niti ati ves, t he company had a t ot al annual  att endance of 

530, 000. For mor e i nf or mati on, vi sit www. vi rgini ar ep. or g., or call our box offi ce at 804-

282- 2620.  

 

 

 

http://www.virginiarep.org/

