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Virginia Repertory Theatre Announces the 2019/2020 Season 
 
Our 2018/19 season has been a remarkable, and wild ride. To all who joined us, thank you for 
journeying with us from the streets of Dublin to the banks of the Mississippi, down the yellow 
brick road and back to Brighton Beach, Brooklyn. Thank you as well for your passionate 
embrace of New Plays, exploring the fictional shores of Atlantis, and traveling around the world 
with Eva DeVirgilis and her make-up chair.  
 
“Our 2019/20 season looks to be a fascinating flight, exploring lands both near and far, some 
fantastical and some hardened and real. It is a season that runs the gamut of human emotion, 
brimming with hilarity, pain, and resounding love. We continue our commitment to developing 
new plays, while also remaining your home for Broadway musicals, fresh looks at beloved 
classics, and entertainment for the entire family,” said Artistic Director Nathaniel Shaw.  
 
Signature Season in the November Theatre: 
 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder by Robert L. Freedman and Steven Lutvak is our 
Fall opener, directed by Virginia Rep’s Associate Artistic Director Kikau Alvaro, and starring 
beloved Richmond actors Scott Wichmann and Alexander Sapp. Winner of the 2014 Tony 
Award for Best Musical, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder is a murderous, bawdy 



and outrageous romp filled with unforgettable music and non-stop laughter, running September 
27 through October 20. 
 
The romantic fairy-tale Cinderella, written by Rodgers and Hammerstein, with an updated book 
by Douglas Carter Beane, will delight the entire family. All of the beloved tunes, like “Ten 
Minutes Ago” and “In My Own Little Corner,” spring to life in the charming and hilarious new 
script that dazzled Broadway audiences in 2013. Share the magic with every generation of your 
family, as Cinderella will serve as the holiday show for both our Children’s and Signature 
seasons, running November 29, 2019 through January 5, 2020. 
 
After the New Year, August Wilson’s Tony and Pulitzer Prize-winning drama, Fences, under the 
direction of Dr. Tawnya Pettiford-Wates, will take center stage from February 7 through March 1. 
Part of August Wilson’s Century Cycle, Fences tells the story of Troy Maxson, a promising 
baseball player who was excluded as a black man from the major leagues during his prime. 
Troy's bitterness takes its toll on his relationships, especially with his son, who now wants his 
own chance to play ball. 
 
In the spring, Virginia Rep will mount A Doll’s House, Part Two by Lucas Hnath, an explosively 
entertaining continuation of Ibsen’s original masterwork. Directed by Sharon Ott, this searing 
play examines what happens when we walk back through a door we stormed out of fifteen years 
prior. Running April 10 through May 3, this play takes a hard look at how gender roles and 
societal expectations can be turned on their heads. 
 
And in heat of the summer, The Ol’ Razzle Dazzle will be on full display with the merry 
murderesses of Cook County Jail in Kander and Ebb’s Chicago. Written by John Kander, Fred 
Ebb and Bob Fosse, and set in the roaring twenties, Velma Kelly and Roxie Hart vie for the 
spotlight in search of fame, fortune, and acquittal in one of the greatest dance musicals of all- 
time. This Tony Award-winning hit will slay audiences from June 26 through August 2. 
 
 
Cadence Season in the Theatre Gym: 
 
Parade is Cadence's most ambitious production yet. Running October 17 through November 
17, with award-winning music by Jason Robert Brown, Parade follows the infamous true story of 
the Leo Frank trial in 1913 Atlanta, Georgia. 
 



Small Mouth Sounds, an adventurous new play by Bess Wohl, follows a group of six strangers 
on a silent yoga retreat in the woods, onstage March 5  through 29. 

As a callback to Cadence’s first ever production - Sam Shepard’s Fool for Love - Cadence’s 
10th anniversary season will end with Shepard’s True West . This play, which follows the 

tumultuous relationship between brothers Lee and Austin, will be performed with the lead actors 
alternating the roles of Lee and Austin throughout the run, scheduled for May 7 through 31. 

Hanover Season at the Historic Hanover Tavern: 

Back by popular demand, in an extended run throughout the fall, the dazzling Debra Wagoner 
will return to star in the beloved Always... Patsy Cline from November 15, 2019 through 
January 5, 2020. Fall in love all over again with hits like “Crazy”, “I Fall to Pieces”, and “Walking 
After Midnight,” through Patsy’s heartwarming and unexpected friendship with a fan from 
Houston, Texas. 

The 39 Steps by Patrick Barlow and John Buchan, directed by Virginia Rep Artistic Director 
Nathaniel Shaw, plays at The Tavern from March 13 through April 19. The Tony and Drama 
Desk Award-winning The 39 Steps mixes a Hitchcock masterpiece with a juicy spy novel, and 
adds a dash of Monty Python, to create a fast-paced whodunit for anyone who loves the magic 
of theatre. This play is packed with nonstop laughs, over 150 zany characters (played by a 
ridiculously talented cast of four), an onstage plane crash, and some good old-fashioned 
romance! 

With the support from the Muriel McAuley Fund for New Plays and Contemporary Theatre, we 
are proud to announce the the World Premiere of the funny and poignant Bonnie and Claire, 
written by of Richmond’s own Bo Wilson, best known to Hanover audiences for his hilarious 
Charitable Sisterhood plays. The heartwarming and humorous Bonnie and Claire will grace the 
stage May 29 through June 21. 

And for the summer, just in time for the 2020 election, sit and sip lemonade with The Gipper in 
Michael Weller’s candid interview play, A Late Morning [in America] with Ronald Reagan, 
from July 24 through August 30. Fresh from its World Premiere at the Contemporary American 
Theatre Festival, this touching, honest remembrance of the late, great Commander in Chief will 
entertain and engage Virginia Rep audiences. 



Children’s Season at Willow Lawn:  
 
“I am so excited to announce the 2019-20 Children’s Season for Virginia Rep. With the success 
of last season’s Mr. Popper’s Penguins, Huck and Tom and the Mighty Mississippi, and 
Pinocchio, we wanted to continue to find theatrical pieces inspired by literature,” said Kikau 
Alvaro, Associate Artistic Director of Virginia Rep. 
 
In the Fall, we begin with the co-World Premiere of Tuck Everlasting. This musical has been 
adapted for young audiences from the 2016 Broadway production and is based on the beloved 
children’s book. Join us at our theatre at Willow Lawn from October 18 through December 1 to 
see this popular children’s novel by Natalie Babbitt spring to life and inspire magical adventures 
for the child in all of us.  
 
Next up is Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella at the November Theatre. Share the magic 
with every generation of your family as Cinderella will serve as the holiday show for both our 
Children’s and Signature seasons and will run November 29, 2019 through January 5, 2020. 
 
The new year will bring us Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, developed here at 
Virginia Rep, and returning to Willow Lawn from January 24 through March 1. In this stirring 
drama with music, we share in the joys, sorrows, and challenges Harriet Tubman faced while 
courageously freeing herself, and hundreds of others, from the bonds of slavery. 
 
In the spring, Academy Award-winner Julianne Moore’s heartwarming book Freckleface 
Strawberry will come to life on stage. It tells the tale of a young girl learning to love the skin 
she’s in. Adapted for the stage by Gary Kupper and Rose Caiola, this charming musical, running 
April 24 through May 24, teaches children that their differences are what make them special.  
 
Finally, the imagination of Mo Willems returns next summer with Elephant and Piggie’s “We 
are in a Play!”, running July 10 through August 16. With music by Deborah Wicks La Pluma, 
Mo Willems will leave audiences doing the “Flippy Floopy Floory” dance in this rollicking 
vaudevillian romp, perfect for introducing young people to putting on a play. 
 
For more information on Virginia Rep’s 2019/20 season, visit virginiarep.org or call the Box 
Office at 804-282-2620. 
 
 


